
                                 
 

  

 

 

 

Knebworth Primary School Phonics Matrix 

 

As of September 2022, Knebworth Primary School has chosen ‘Essential Letters and Sounds’ (ELS) as its 

validated systematic, synthetic phonics programme.  ELS is based on Letters and Sounds (2007) which the 

school was already using for its phonics teaching.  Furthermore, ELS employs a mastery approach to the 

teaching of phonics, which corresponds well to the teaching of maths within the school. 
 

Ethos of Essential Letters and Sounds 

All children to read well, quickly 

 ELS Overview – Phase 1 to Phase 5 

 Phase 1 Phase 2 Phase 3 
Nursery/Pre-School 
Seven aspects:  
• Environmental sounds 
• Instrumental sounds 
• Body percussion 
• Rhythm and rhyme 
• Alliteration  
• Voice sounds 
• Oral blending 
 

Reception Autumn 1 
• Oral blending 
• Sounding out and blending  
with 23 new grapheme-phoneme 
correspondences  
(GPCs) 
• 12 new harder to read and  
spell (HRS) words 
 

Reception Autumn 2 
Spring 1 and Spring 2 
• Oral blending 
• Sounding out and blending  
with 29 new GPCs 
• 32 new HRS words 
• Revision of Phase 2 
 
 



                                 
 

  

 

 Phase 4 Phase 5 including alternatives  
and lesser-known GPCs 

Beyond Phase 5 

Reception Summer 1 
• Oral blending 
• No new GPCs 
• No new HRS words 
• Word structures – cvcc,  
ccvc, ccvcc, cccvc, cccvcc  
• Suffixes 
• Revision of Phase 2 and  
Phase 3 

Reception Summer 2 
• Introduction to Phase 5 for  
reading 
• 20 new GPCs 
• 16 new HRS words 
Year 1/Primary 2 Autumn 1  
and 2 
• Revision of previously  
taught Phase 5 GPCs 
• 2 new GPCs 
• 9 new HRS words 
Year 1/Primary 2 Spring 1  
and 2 
• Alternative spellings for  
previously taught sounds 
• 49 new GPCs 
• 4 new HRS words 
• Oral blending  
• Revision of Phase 2, Phase  
3 and Phase 4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 1 Summer 
Year 2 and Key Stage 2 
• With ELS, phonics teaching  
does not stop at the end  
of Year 1, but continues as  
children move through the  
school, with links being  
made between their GPC  
knowledge and spelling  
• Revision of all previously  
taught GPCs for reading and  
spelling  
• Wider reading, spelling and  
writing curriculum 
 
Children in Year 2 and KS2 move onto 
the Herts Essential Spelling Scheme.  
There is continued phonics teaching for 
those children who require it within 
these year groups.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                 
 

  

 

ELS Term by Term Progression 
*Please note that as the school only started using the ELS scheme in September 2022 we are aware of the need for flexibility in our delivery 

of lessons, as there may be some pre-teaching required in the first year of delivery to suit the needs of all children.   
Teaching staff know the exact week of learning their classes are working on at any given time in the school year.  

Reception 
Autumn 1 
Phase 2 

 



                                 
 

  

 

Reception 
Autumn 2 
Phase 3 

 
 

Reception 
Spring 1 
Phase 3 - 4 

 



                                 
 

  

 

Reception 
Spring 2 
Phase 3 - 4 

 

Reception 
Summer 1 
Phase 4 

 
 

Reception 
Summer 2 
Phase 5 
Introduction 

 



                                 
 

  

 

 

Year 1  
Autumn 1 
Phase 5 
 

 

Year 1  
Autumn 2 
Phase 5 
 

 



                                 
 

  

 

Year 1  
Spring 1 
Phase 5 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                 
 

  

 

Year 1  
Spring 2 
Phase 5 
 

 

Year 1  
Summer 1 & 2 
All Phases 
 
 
  

Year 2 and 
KS2   

Children in Year 2 and KS2 move onto the Herts Essential Spelling Scheme. 
There is continued phonics teaching for those children who require it within these year groups.  
 

 


