




‘The art of teaching reading is like weaving a 
beautiful tapestry. Like every tapestry, reading 
knowledge is made up of tightly woven, strong 
foundational threads. Each thread must be 
present to make the tapestry strong, able to 
withstand lifelong use, and be functional through 
all sessions.’ 

‘The threads of Reading: Strategies for Literacy Development’  
Karen Tankersley

Reading



continues a rhyming string

• Hears and says the initial sounds in words

• Links sounds to letters, naming and sounding the letters of the alphabet

• Segment the sounds in simple words and blend them back together again



Learning a letter comprises of: 
1.Distinguishing the shape of the letter from other shapes 
2.Recognising and articulating the sound (phoneme) associated with 
that letter shape. 
3.Recalling the shape of the letter when given a sound. 
4.Writing the shape of the letter with the correct movement, 
orientation and relationship to other letters. 
5.Naming the letter 
6.Being able to recall and recognise the shape of a letter from its 
name. 

My child already knows their letters… 



text Grammatical 
knowledge

Word recognition 
and graphic 
knowledge

Phonic 
knowledge

Text level  
knowledge

❖ Learning to listen
❖ Music, movement and memory

❖ Learning to listen
❖ Time to talk
❖ Storytime

❖ Learning about print
❖ Storytime
❖ Moving into writing

❖ Time to talk
❖ Storytime
❖ Learning about print

Physical skills
❖ Learning to listen
❖ Music, movement and memory
❖ Moving into writing

What children need, to be 
able to read and write

Sue Palmer and Ros Bailey



Children:
Talk a lot about what 
they have read to show 
they understand

Listen to and discuss 
other ideas to deepen 
understanding

This is comprehending 

Children:
Learn 44 sounds 
(phonemes) and matching 
letters/letter groups 
(graphemes)

Learn to blend sounds to 
read words

Read lots of specially 
written books

This is decoding

44 sounds…easy peasey! Well it would be but the English Language has one of the most complex codes. 
There are 44 sounds but (at last count) there are over 150 different ways to write them!



 Phonics –the learning of letters and sounds

 Phoneme –the smallest unit of sound within a 
word    e.g. sss

 Grapheme –the written letter

 Blending –running sounds/phonemes together to 
make a word, ready to read it

 Segmenting –breaking a word up into its 
component sounds/phonemes ready to write it

 Tricky words –words that cannot be decoded 
using phonics

e.g. I, the, to, go, no



CVC
c = consonant (b c d f t), v = vowel (a e i o u)

Digraph –one phoneme made with two letters 

e.g. sh ai oi

Trigraph –one phoneme made with three letters 

e.g. igh ure

Consonant clusters –these are adjacent 
consonants that blend together but are not digraphs

• e.g. sp tr nt nd sp nd tw st

Phonetically plausible –written phonetically that 
it can still be read although it is spelt incorrectly

e.g. werk cabij



In school, we base the teaching of phonics on the Letters 
and Sounds document. This is a phonic resource published by 
the Department for Education and consists of six phases.

EYFS Nursery: Phase 1

EYFS Rec: Phase 2 & 3

Yr 1: Phase 4 & 5

Yr 2: Phase 6

▪We use the rhymes of RWI for letter formation. 



Starts in Nursery and is continued through Reception. 
It is:
•Very Practical
•Lots of speaking and listening
•Lots of songs, stories and rhymes
•Lots of blending and segmenting orally
There are 7 aspects. 
•Environmental sounds
•Instrumental sounds 
•Body Percussion 
•Rhythm and rhyme 
•Alliteration 
•Voice sounds 
•Oral blending and segmenting. 

*Most importantly: being exposed to spoken language

Early Reading
Preparing for phonics-Phase 1



Following a beat 

Sound walk 
around school

Exciting role play 
areas 

Explore sounds 
different objects 

make

Sound games- hear 
and recognise the 
sounds- animals, 
everyday sounds 

Listening and 
playing musical 

instruments



Phonics in Reception

Continues with Phase 1 phonics throughout Reception

In addition to this we use a mixture of Letters and Sounds and R.W.Inc to deliver a 
programme of phonics for reading and writing that is fast and fun. 

This is incorporated into a daily timetable of activities which include;
• Listening skills
• Spoken language activities
• Music
• Storytime
• Exposure to environmental print
• Oral and phonic activities to support blending and segmenting
• Writing*



Phase 2 specific sounds
• s  a  t  p
• i  n  m  d
• g  o  c  k
• ck  e  u
• h  b  f  ff  l  ll  ss

•Learn specific letters and sounds

•Read tricky words: 
I    go    no    to    the    into

• Blend and segment VC and CVC words using 
these sounds



Useful website:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IwJx1NSineE&feature=related

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DWQ6MeccRCU 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IwJx1NSineE&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IwJx1NSineE&feature=related
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DWQ6MeccRCU


(+ i ) (+ n ) (+ m ) (+ d )

it an am dad
is in man sad
sit nip mam dim

sat pan mat dip
pit pin map din
tip tin Pam did
pip tan Tim Sid
sip nap Sam and

Words using the letters: 

s  a  t  p  i n  m  d

•The children will blend words using phase 2 specific 
sounds. Teachers may send these lists home to help you 
support your child with blending the sounds to read the 
words that they have learned in class.

e.g:



Children will enter phase 3 once they know the phonemes 
from phase 2 and can blend and segment to read and spell 
CVC words.
They will learn phase 3 phonemes:

j, v, w, x, y, z, zz, qu
ch, sh, th, ng, ai, ee, igh, oa, oo, ar, or, ur, ow, oi, ear, air, 
ure, er

They will use these phonemes (and the ones from Phase 2) 
to read and spell words: 

e.g. chip, shop, thin, ring, pain, feet, night



Activities

During the Reception year we make 
phonics activities as practical as 
possible.  We use resources such as 
chalks, large brushes and water, 
playdough, paints, games, magnetic 
letters, white boards, role play… the 
list goes on.



Physical skills
Lots of outdoor play, P.E
Gross motor skills
Fine motor skills
Mark making
Development of pencil control
Sharing stories and picture books
Segments sounds into simple words and 
Blends them back together again. 

Early Writing
Preparing for writing



• To become aware of the mathematics curriculum in the
Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS)

• To become aware of the importance of understanding
Numbers

• To become aware of the way we teach mathematics in
class and ways you can help at home



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0QVPUIRGthI

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0QVPUIRGthI






How do we teach maths in 
the Foundation Stage?

• Practically
• Through play
• Through snack time
• Through songs and rhymes
• Through books, the computer and smart board
• Modelling good, accurate vocabulary
• Through voicing thinking together
• Through focused activities 
• Through short carpet inputs
• Through child initiated learning - ChIL
• Links to our learning theme or stories where possible
• Through questioning ‘I wonder what / if….?’
‘What is the same/different? What do you notice?’



Mastery in maths and the CPA approach       
(Concrete Pictorial Abstract)





• Teach lots of nursery rhymes – each one tells a different story. 
• Enjoy and share books together – buy or borrow books that will fire their imagination and 

interest. Read and reread those they love best. 
• Make time to read with your child throughout their time in school – PLEASE continue reading 

to your child, even when they are reading independently. This is very important – your child 
needs to practise their reading skills every day, and needs the support of an interested adult. 
Grandparents, older brothers or sisters can help, too. 

• Let them see you reading – grown-ups can share their magazines about their favourite sport or 
hobby. 

• Read with your child – ask your child to attempt unknown words, using their phonic skills and 
knowledge. Make sure they blend all through the word. 

• Talk about the meaning of the book, too – take time to talk about what is happening in the 
book, or things that they found really interesting in an information book. Discuss the characters 
and important events. Ask them their views. Provide toys, puppets and dressing-up clothes that 
will help them to act out stories. 

• Ask LOTS of questions

Reading
Ways you can support your children at home 












