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Message from the Senior Leadership Team 

Dear Parents and carers,  

Thankfully, the sun has come back so that we can all enjoy a nice, long weekend and commemorate VE 
day.     

School Servers 
Next week, we are having an upgrade to our school servers.  As such the school’s systems will be down 
for the majority of the week.  Please bear with us, we will do our best to respond to email 
communications but there may be a delay in response time.  If you need any urgent support and are 
unable to contact school in the normal way then please email support@knebworth.herts.sch.uk, this 
email address will be checked regularly.  
 
Teaching Staff 
Our teachers are all doing their very best in these difficult times to continue to provide high quality 
remote teaching and learning opportunities to all of our children whilst at the same time being in 
school to support our key worker families.  On top of this, teachers are continuing to complete all 
administrative tasks that are part and parcel of the job.  Feedback from parents has been positive, 
many have informed us that we are doing far more than other schools and that they feel fully 
supported in home learning.  In many ways, it is far more challenging for teachers to deliver a remote 
curriculum to the children in their class, all of whom may have differing needs and challenges.  As ever, 
we applaud our teachers for their continued dedication.  
 
Another Amazing Achievement! 
Congratulations to Maia in Year 1 who walked 5k and raised £365 for her favourite local business, 
Codicote Reptiles, who are struggling during the Covid pandemic.  The money will go towards food for 
all the reptiles and much more.  We are all so proud of her.  Well done Maia! 
 
Websites for support  
https://stevenagecommunityfoodbank.org.uk/ - Stevenage Community Food Bank and Stevenage 
Citizen Advice are working in partnership to support residents who find themselves in sudden financial 
crisis.  Please visit this website if you need support.  
https://knebworthresponseteam.org/about-us/ - We are a local Knebworth volunteer group set up to 
help our local people in these difficult times.  Please visit this website if you require more information.  
 
Consultation on SEND information, advice and support 
HCC is consulting on the way that HCC delivers SEND information, advice and support across 
Hertfordshire and is looking for your views on how they do this.  A key proposal within the consultation 
is to provide a single telephone helpline to run alongside the SEND Local Offer website giving families 
the opportunity to talk to a trained information worker as well as finding up to date SEND information 
and support online.  The consultation opened on Monday 23 March and closes on 14 June 
2020 at www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/iasconsultation.  Please have a look, have your say if you wish and If 
you have any questions you can email sendtransformation@hertfordshire.gov.uk.  
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Attachments 
There are a few attachments to this week’s newsletter which are as follows:  

• A letter outlining the online daily phonics lessons being provided by the DFE for children in 
Reception and Year 1.  

• A free online course for Dads around the theme of Protective Behaviours. 

• FOKS cookbook. 

• Mindful Moment and Wellbeing Workout ideas. 
 
FOKS Update 
In an effort to strengthen the school’s partnership with FOKS, we have decided that a good way 
forward would be to share the responsibilities and workload of FOKS by including members of school 
staff on the FOKS committee.  Therefore, we are pleased to announce that Sim Bains is going to be 
supporting Jane Batchelor by co-chairing the FOKS committee with her.  We welcome this new 
partnership and we know that FOKS will continue to go from strength to strength.   Jane Batchelor has 
already been busy thinking about new events for the FOKS calendar.  See the attached flyer about the 
FOKS cookbook, an exciting new community initiative which will make a wonderful Christmas present 
this year!  Please add these provisional dates to your diaries: 5th December 2020 for FOKS Christmas 
Fair and 3rd July 2021 for FOKS Gala Day.  We would like to take this opportunity to thank Jane for her 
continued support.  
 
Have a lovely Bank Holiday weekend all.  
 
Kind regards, 
Natasha Laskey, Sim Bains & Grace Maynard  


