
Important Dates: 

Tues 3rd-Fri 5th Sept: Nursery and Reception home visits  

Mon 9th-Fri 13th Sept: Staggered start for Nursery and Reception 

Sat 14th Sept: FOKS Gala Day 

Mon 14th October: Individual and sibling photos  

Weds 16th Oct: Open Evening 3.30 to 6.00pm 

Weds 23rd – Thurs 24th Oct: Parent Consultations 3.30 to 6.30pm 

Mon 28th Oct to Fri 1st Oct: HALF TERM  

Thurs 21st – Fri 28th Nov: Book Fair in school  

Fri 6th Dec: Occasional Day (children not required to be at school) 

Tues 10th Dec: Christmas show to parents at 2pm 

Fri 13th Dec: Christmas Jumper Day 

Weds 18th Dec: Christmas Lunch   

Fri 20th Dec: Last day of term (1.30pm finish) 

Mon 6th Jan: Inset day   

Tues 7th Jan: Spring term begins  

 

Finally, don’t forget to check the weekly newsletter on parentmail and if you 

have any queries please don’t hesitate to ask a member of staff.  

 

Mrs Harris        Mrs Clayton 

 

Miss Long     Mrs McCormack     Mrs Peeroozee 

 

Mrs Stevens    Miss Frost    Mrs Swainson  
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Welcome 

Welcome to the Autumn term in Reception! This is the beginning of a very special 

journey for the new Reception children and we cannot wait to share this journey 

with them as well as yourselves. 

 

This term, the children will learn through a combination of self-chosen 

Independent Learning (IL) and Adult Led (AL) small group activities. Topics and 

themes will be led by the children’s interests. This may mean that we may focus 

on an activity for a few days or sometimes for a few weeks.  

 

PE We will have indoor PE on Tuesday mornings and outdoor PE with Miss 

Breckenridge on Thursday afternoons. This is where Mrs Clayton and Mrs Harris 

will be taking their non-contact time. PE kits are kept on the children’s pegs and 

will need washing only in the holidays. 

 

Phonics Every day the children will participate in phonics activities These will 

include recognising and learning the phonetic alphabet as well as revisiting phase 

1 phonics to support sound recognition and rhythm which is crucial for early 

reading.   

 

Reading We will not be sending home reading books for at least the first half 

term. Once we are confident that the children are securely on their reading 

journey, then we will provide a home book to support and consolidate learning.  

 

Wow Moments As discussed during our home visits, please use the Wow Moment 

sheets to record moments where your child has been proud of achieving something 

at home which they can then share with the rest of the class. These will not be 

timetabled into a rota, as we would like them to be as spontaneous as possible. This 

may mean that children may not have a special moment for a couple of weeks which 

will then make it even more special for the children to share.  Please collect extra 

Wow Moments sheets from your child’s teacher. 

 

Brown Mouse and White Mouse We have a Brown Mouse puppet and a White 

Mouse puppet in Reception. White mouse is always worried and thinks he is no 

good at anything whereas Brown mouse is much more positive and always willing 

to give things a go even if they are a bit tricky. We use these puppets to 

encourage a ‘Growth mindset’ where we believe that intelligence and ability 

are not fixed, which is encouraged throughout the school. Throughout the 

year we tell stories about the mice and encourage the children to ‘be like 

Brown Mouse and have a go’ (e.g. putting their coat on by themselves). 
 

Champ certificates These are awarded each week to children in Reception 

during our EYFS celebration assembly every Friday. We focus on the three 

School values of resilience, respect and responsibility which we believe are 

the foundations for children to become lifelong learners in an ever-changing 

world.  
 

Christmas Production This seems such a long way away, but we know that this 

will soon be upon us! We will send out details later in the years regarding the 

production and costume details.   

 
Junk modelling The children love junk modelling, so we are always happy to receive 

any of your ‘junk’ such as cardboard tubes, boxes and bottles to keep our workshop 

area stocked up. 

 

Please note the following housekeeping points: 

Arrival and pick up times Reception’s day begins at 8.50am and the school gates 

will be open until 9.00am. If you arrive late please go to the office. The school 

gates will be opened at 3.10pm to allow access for parents/carers to pick up 

children at 3.15pm directly from the Reception class doors. If somebody different 

is going to pick up your child, please inform a member of staff or the office in the 

morning.  

Sickness Please be aware that if your child is sick, he/she needs to stay at home 

for a full 48 hours afterwards. Please do not be tempted to send him/her back 

any earlier even if they seem well enough or are eager to return. Thank you. 

Clothing Your child has the opportunity to go outside every day during 

Independent Learning and during Adult Led activities.  Children may choose to play 

indoors or outdoors or a mixture of both. Please make sure your child comes to 

school with a warm, waterproof coat. We learn in all weathers, including the rain, 

so if your child does not have a coat then they may not be able to join in with all 

activities.  Please supply a spare set of underwear in your child’s PE bag and please 

name all clothing. 

Water bottles and snacks Both classes have access to water throughout the day 

for which we provide cups. Therefore, it is not necessary to bring water bottles 

into school. We also provide your child with free fruit and vegetable snacks as 

part of a government incentive. Therefore, please do not provide additional snack 

from home unless there is a medical reason to do so. 

 
                                                            PTO 
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