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Message from the Senior Leadership Team 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

It was so lovely to be able to welcome all our children back to school this week. We have all been 
waiting a long time for this! The excitement and anticipation around school from the staff as we eagerly 
awaited the children’s arrival on Thursday morning was almost palpable. We have missed them all so 
much and it is an absolute joy to see classrooms full of eager children engaged in their learning and to 
hear the sound of laughter on the school playground. Long may it continue!  

We know that remote learning was not ideal over lockdown but we also know that everyone will have 
done their best to continue their children’s education – thank you. We are aware that many children 
will feel anxious about coming back to school and about possible gaps in their learning.  We are fully 
committed to ensuring that we make up for missed time at school whilst at the same time working 
hard to continue to support the children’s wellbeing.  During the first few weeks, teachers will be 
assessing pupils and identifying the gaps, planning interventions and supporting each and every child in 
their next steps of learning. They will be talking openly and sensitively about any concerns or worries 
that any of the children may have, building confidence and making sure that all the children feel safe 
and happy in school.  

There has been a great deal of time spent in preparation for the safe opening of our school. Being such 
a big school this has been doubly difficult. I do hope that you have felt communicated with every step 
of the way. Like with all things, new routines and procedures take time to embed and we will be 
constantly reviewing these and making adaptions if need be. As a listening school, we openly welcome 
any feedback you may have.  

In essence, the staggered start and pick up times have been working. However, there have been a few 
concerns regarding the Year 6 entry and exit point. The soft opening in the morning, starting at 8.45am 
has made the entry to school much safer and streamlined today so we are going to continue to use this 
entrance in the morning. However, the children’s safety is paramount. We are concerned that at the 
end of the day, with a busy road, parents waiting outside the gate and children walking down the hill 
towards the road that this could become unsafe. As a result, we are going to change the Year 6 pickup 
point. In order to do this we have no choice but to change the exit time for the children. From Monday 
7th September, the Year 6 children will be leaving school at 3.30pm instead of 3.15pm, fifteen minutes 
later. They will not be coming out of the back gate on London road but will exit onto the playground. 
Please use the top gate to enter the premises and meet your children in the blue football pitch on the 
playground. We apologise to any parents who may find this inconvenient but we have no other choice 
and we need to think about the children’s safety first.  

We are pleased to announce that we finally have a school crossing patrol person. His name is Mark 
Smith and he will start on the afternoon of Tuesday 8th September. Please give him a (socially 
distanced!) smile when you see him. 

French Clubs 
Please see the attached letter if you are interested in being part of one of the French Clubs in school. 
 
Online Safety 
Please see the attached letter from the Herts for Learning Wellbeing team regarding ways to help 
promote the safety of children and young people online. 



 
 
 

 

Supporting Links - Talking Families  
This a free course supporting the parents of any children aged 0-12 living in Hertfordshire. 
 
“Are feeling a little overwhelmed - Talking Families could be for you. 
Challenging Behaviour? Emotions? Stress? Our free course will offer you time and space to explore 
what is going on for them (and you!) and strategies to make real changes that benefit all the family.” 
www.supportinglinks.co.uk 
 
ADD-vance 
ADD-vance is a group supporting the families of children affected by ADHD and/or Autism. They are 
currently offering some free online courses for any parents who would be interested. Please follow the 
link below.  “We want to increase understanding, provide support and change perceptions of these 
complex neurological conditions, so as to improve the wellbeing and reduce the social isolation of 
these young people and their families.” 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/add-vance-14054405963?fbclid=IwAR0bdH_MhHDmYd-
g5uP8aWOah_Y6NvmvDZ06qvWeBhqWBvcPecttqRp5E1M 

Have a lovely weekend everyone.  
 
Kind regards, 
Natasha Laskey, Sim Bains & Grace Maynard  
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