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Knebworth Primary School Newsletter  

Friday 13th November 

Message from the Senior Leadership Team 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

We wanted to start the newsletter this week by thanking everyone for following guidance regarding our first positive case 
last week. We understand that it may have caused concern but everyone was very calm and considerate – thank you.  
Rest assured, the child concerned had very mild symptoms and is doing well. We have had one class learning remotely 
this week and they have adapted amazingly well. Thank you to Mrs Mandel and Mrs Day for all their hard work in making 
the transition so seamless.  
 
On Tuesday, it was World Science Day! Across the school, the children took part in science activities, making predictions 
and trying to explain scientific phenomena. In KS2, the children took part in some ‘Rocket Science’ – dissolving antacids in 
a film canister to release carbon dioxide. We observed how the gas builds up pressure causing the canister to fly into the 
air (blast off!). Year 6 compared normal antacids to extra strong ones and made predictions about what would happen. 
Celia said, “If the extra strong tablet is twice as strong, it will go twice as high.” 
 
Knebworth Remembers.  On 11th November at 11am, staff and children took part in a two minute silence to remember all 
those who have given their lives for their country.  We used the poppies the children had made throughout the week to 
create a striking display in our school entrance area.  We think it looks wonderful! 

 

Today, the school was a spotty wonderland with everyone showing their 
support for Children in Need.  So far, we have raised an amazing £960! This 
is the most we have ever raised for Children in Need. We want to extend a 
very sincere thank you to all of those families who donated so generously 
to this worthwhile cause, especially in these challenging times for so many. 
It is always so warming and humbling to see people supporting others 
during these tough times. Our Just Giving page is still open if you would still 
like to donate.  This afternoon, we all very much enjoyed cheering on our 
ducks for the virtual duck race and congratulations to Churchill Class whose 
winning duck named Quackman & Bobbins won! What a quacking race!  
 
To raise more money and awareness of Children in Need, the children have also been taking part in the ‘Act Your Age’ 
challenge where they have completed an activity linked to their age. You can see what each year group was up to below.  
 
Nursery: 3 songs for Wake and Shake every day 
Reception: 4 new phonics sounds learnt and 5 new stories  
Y1: 5 minute workout each day 



Y2: 6 or 7 laps of the blue pitch in different ways (running, skipping, hopping, jumping) 
Y3: 8 stars jumps per day 
Y4: 9 minutes of dancing /9 dances/9 songs per day   
Y5: 10 sun sequences per day 
Y6: 1000 or 1100 points on Times Tables Rockstars (or 10,000/11,000 for those up to the challenge!) 
 
Our wonderful catering team have also been extremely busy creating delicious Pudsey treats for the children today (see 
picture above). What a creative bunch! However they didn’t last long and were absolutely scrumptious.  
 
We have had the pleasure in welcoming some new staff to our MSA team this term to support our children in their 
bubbles at lunchtime. Welcome to Mrs Chalkley, Mrs Fox-Edwards, Mrs Maguire and Mrs Burt who are already settling 
well into the Knebworth team. 
 
Don’t forget Knebworth School is inviting all pupils and staff to join in for Odd Socks Day on 
Monday 16th November 2020.  All you need to do is wear odd socks!  It's a great way to 
encourage people to express themselves and to celebrate individuality for our Anti-Bullying 
spotlight.   
 
Have a wonderful weekend and, for those families in our school community who are celebrating 
Diwali this weekend, we do hope you have a lovely time marking this occasion.   
 
Kind Regards,  
 
Natasha Laskey, Sim Bains & Grace Maynard 
 
 

Wellbeing 

“Do what you can when you can, with as much love 
and honesty as you can, and when you can't, rest” 

 

Message from The Sporting Futures Team 

Many children and young people across the UK will be missing out on their usual sport clubs. We’re here to help all young 
people feel part of a club that helps them develop skills and learn something new. The Youth Sport Trust’s After School 
Sport Club is about much more than physical fitness. It will help children develop physical literacy and confidence to try 
lots of new sports, helping all children find a sport for them. 
 
The After School Sport Club will be led by Athlete Mentors from different backgrounds, abilities and sports. The first 
session will take place on Thursday 12 November at 5pm, with the world’s number one female inline skater and ten times 
British Champion, Jenna Downing. 
 
Every day at 5pm from 16 November until 18 December, children and young people can join in with the live broadcast for 
free on our YouTube channel. Join in the conversation on social using #YSTAfterSchool and 
tagging @YouthSportTrust across all social media channels. You might need items from around your home for some 
sessions, but we’ll give some ideas ahead of each club to adapt if you don’t have these items.  
 
The different daily themes are below: 

 Adventure Monday – This might involve getting children to do floor, wall climbing and map reading all within 
their living room 

 Tuesday Play – Imaginative play utilising resources in the house to create games and activities to get active 

 Wild Wednesday – Some high tempo competitive activities involving personal challenges 

 Thinking Thursday – Introducing cognitive challenges for children through movement. Active noughts and 
crosses and introducing an element of competition – whether that be against themselves, the clock, their 
siblings or remotely with friends 

 Fun Friday – A chance for children to let loose and have some fun. Dancing and doing what makes them feel 
good. 

  
Louise Gallagher-Smith 
Partnership Development Manager 
Stevenage Sporting Futures Team 

 
 

https://www.youthsporttrust.org/jenna-downing
http://www.youtube.com/user/YouthSportTrust
https://twitter.com/youthsporttrust?lang=en


Awards & Achievements 

Knebworth Silver Values Certificates: Year 1: Mia & Jack K and Year 2: Simon & Archie R-R. 

  House Points 

Aschil 

113 

 

 

 

Bulwer 

100 

 

 

 

Eudo  

85 

 

 

 

Lytton 

97 

 

 

 
Top house point earners this week 

Y1 

Bronte 

Y1 

Byron 

Y2 

Churchill 

Y2 

Pankhurst 

Y3 

Dahl 

Y3 

Rosen 

Y4 

Galileo 

Y4 

Newton 

Y5 

Attenborough 

Y5 

Goodall 

Y6 

Phoenix 

Y6 

Titan 

Molly Molly Maisie Eliza Morgan Florence 

Jake 

Jenson Eleanor  

Francesca 

Casper Zac Emily Mikhail  

 

Notices & Reminders  

Mobile Phones: It has come to our attention that some parents are using their mobile phones on the school 
playground before and after school.  Please may we remind you that for safeguarding reasons mobile phones 
should be on silent and out of sight when parents are on the school site. 
 
FOKS Christmas Raffle Tickets: These will be coming home with the children today.  Each child will receive 1 
book of raffle tickets.  Each book has 5 tickets at a cost of £1 each. For each ticket sold, you tear off the part 
to the right hand side and give it to the person who has bought the ticket.  All payments should be made on 
Wisepay under Clubs and Activities.  All counterfoils must be returned to school to be entered into the draw 
and any unsold tickets should be returned to the school too.  If anyone requires additional tickets, Jane 
Batchelor has more. Please contact her or the school office and we can arrange for extras to be delivered.  
There are some great raffle prizes this year such as an Apple IPad, Trussell’s Meat Hamper and an Echo Dot 
and as they say, ‘You have to be in it to win it!’  Thank you to all of our local businesses and members of our 
community who have so generously donated prizes to this raffle.  We will be holding the live raffle draw on 
11th December and will be streaming it live to select the winners – watch this space!      
 
Tea Towels: Thank you to those parents who have already submitted an order for a bespoke Tea Towel!  If 
you would like to order one, please send the order form to the school office by 20th November and pay the 
monies on Wisepay by 20th November.  
 
Virtual Sleep Out: See the attached poster for information about a Virtual Sleep Out!  
 
Mental Health and Wellbeing Information: Please see the attachment on Parentmail which highlights a 
range of resources for children and young people to support their mental health and wellbeing during these 
challenging times.  
 
Early Years Parent Network: Please see the attachment about a new Early Years Parent network which is 
starting in December.  
 
End of term (Friday 18th December): In light of the revised pick up times at the end of the school day, we 
have amended the pick-up times for the last day of term, Friday 18th December.  Please see the table in the 
Key Dates section for more information.  



 

 

Key Dates for your Diary – Autumn Term 2020  
Details for upcoming events will be sent nearer the time where and when applicable 

w/c 16th November Spotlight on Anti-Bullying week  

16th November  It is Odd Socks Day on 16th November 2020.  All children need to do is 
wear odd socks to school!  This is a great way to encourage people to 
express themselves and to celebrate individuality for our Anti-Bullying 
spotlight. 

20th November Deadline for Tea Towel orders  

24th November  Bags to School in – please drop bags off outside the school office the evening 

before or on the morning of 24th.  We cannot accept any bags into school before 
this date.  

4th December  Occasional Day (school closed) 

6th December Virtual Inclusion Team Coffee Morning at 10am 

w/c 9th December  Tea Towel orders to arrive in school this week  

11th December Christmas Jumper Day 

16th December School Christmas Lunch 

18th December End of term 
Staggered finish times 
Nursery will only run for the morning session on the last day of term. All 
children should be collected at 12pm. 

Year groups Current Finish Time 18th December Finish 
time 

Rec 3pm 1pm 

Y2 & Y4 3:10pm 1:10pm 

Y1, Y3 & Y5 3:20pm 1:20pm 

Y6 3:30pm 1:30pm 

4th January  INSET day  

5th January  Spring term begins for children 


