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Knebworth Primary School Newsletter  

Friday 22nd January 2021   

Message from the Senior Leadership Team 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Thank you to everyone who completed last week’s survey regarding remote learning.  The feedback was overwhelmingly positive and 
really demonstrated the excellent work our teachers and children are doing during this challenging time.  As a Senior Leadership Team, 
we felt so proud reading your comments.  We thought we would share a small sample with you. 

“Absolutely brilliant. The teachers have gone above and beyond any expectations.” 

“The quality of work has been amazing and has been adapted so well for home learning.” 

“The school have been excellent. The teachers are amazing and have shown, in such a difficult situation, their dedication to their 

profession. Thank you.” 

“Thank you for all your hard work - I do understand how busy it is and supporting all children online and in the school so THANK YOU!!!! 

You’re all doing a wonderful job!” 

“I just want to thank all the staff for the amount of effort they've put into home learning. I can see my children learning every day and 

making progress, despite the circumstances, and I really value the work involved in making that happen.” 

 

It is also really useful to have parental feedback to continually refine our practice.  We have taken on board suggested ideas and tweaks 
where these were feasible, practicable and prevalent e.g. ensuring timetables were uploaded the day before.   Following all stakeholder 
feedback, we have now put together our Remote Education Provision Plan, which will be uploaded onto the school website and sent out 
via parentmail on Monday.  Please do take the time to read this document as it contains important information and safeguarding advice 
about keeping us all safe online during this remote learning period.  

One of the foremost suggestions from the parent survey, which ties in with the prevailing thinking from other educational sources, is 
that we all need to encourage children to spend some time away from screens whilst they are engaged in a protracted period of remote 
home learning.  Therefore, we are very excited to announce that as of next Friday we are going to launch a “Take One …” whole school 
project afternoon.  Every week, a different member of staff will create a short video and activity around a topic of their choosing i.e. Take 
One Artist, Take One Musician etc.  The whole school will then have the opportunity to work on the same project linked to this idea away 
from their screens.  The details of this will be posted on your child’s Friday timetable each week and we would encourage children to 
upload any of their learning related to this project in the usual way so we can celebrate it within school.  Next week, we begin with Mrs 
Harris and Take One Artist!  

As part of their remote and in school learning, children in Year 1 have been working hard on their addition skills and have been using 
tens frames to bridge through ten.  We have seen egg boxes and sweets used to support addition skills - very creative!  In English, the 
children’s vocabulary has impressed their teachers and the year ones have been enjoying reading fictional and fact texts linked to Africa.  
Their final reports were so creative!  Lastly, well done to all those children who gave themselves targets and goals to aspire to as part of 
their PSHE learning.  What great positive mind-sets there are in Bronte and Byron class!   

 
Children in Year 5 have engaged brilliantly with their 
remote learning.  This week, they have been working 
admirably on their sketching skills and have been 
adding some beautiful drawings to their 'nature' 
themed sketchbooks.  A small snapshot of some of 
their work can been seen on this page!   
 
 

 
Children in Year 6 have been working incredibly hard since the start of lockdown and we have been really impressed by their 
independence and resilience.  They have been learning about fractions, decimals and percentages and started their Harry Potter writing 
unit this week.  The children have produced some amazing expulsion letters already; and we are looking forward to seeing their next 
pieces of writing over the next few weeks.  We have started a new class book, 'Once', which links with our learning about WW2.   
Teachers share and discuss the story over Zoom throughout the week.  Holly said, "I really enjoy our live Zoom sessions because we all 
get to see our friends and share our ideas." 
 



This term, we are going to be working on a Knebworth School Parent Prospectus to complement our Welcome to Knebworth School 
video for prospective parents and we would love for some feedback from our current children and parents to share with prospective 
families.  We have put together a short form with some sentences to complete to gather your feedback.  You can find this form at the 
following weblink:  https://forms.gle/WdvCsaqY5VqGfWgx8  Thank you.  
 
Lastly. If you are looking for something active to do in the evenings or at the weekends, please do take a look at Miss Breckenridge’s 30 
day fitness challenge!  This has been posted on the School Story feed on Class Dojo and contains some wonderful activities to get those 
hearts pumping and to keep everyone active.  Enjoy!  
 
We hope you have all enjoyed the first of Mrs Laskey’s assemblies.  These will continue to be posted on Class Dojo on a Friday morning 
for you all to enjoy at a time of your choice.   

Have a great weekend everyone, keep safe and well.  
 
Kind Regards,  
 
Natasha Laskey, Sim Bains & Grace Maynard 
 

Wellbeing  

 

“ When you are feeling overwhelmed, pause then 

take one step at a time” 
 
There are online resources available to help parents and children with their mental health and wellbeing.  Below are a 

few great ones: 

 

 10 Top Tips Parent Resource: https://ssscpd.co.uk/education/parentsandguardians/child-mental-health-10-tips-

for-parents/-/pj== 

 

 MindEd, a free educational resource from Health Education England: https://www.minded.org.uk/  
 

 Rise Above, which aims to build resilience and support good mental health in young people aged 10 to 16: 

https://riseabove.org.uk/  

 

 Every Mind Matters, which includes an online tool and email journey to support everyone to feel more 

confident in taking action to look after their mental health and wellbeing: https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-

mind-matters/  

 

 Bereavement UK and the Childhood Bereavement Network, provide information and resources to support 

bereaved pupils, schools and staff: http://www.childhoodbereavementnetwork.org.uk/  

 
 

Awards & Achievements 

Top house point earners this week 

Y1 

Bronte 

Y1 

Byron 

Y2 

Churchill 

Y2 

Pankhurst 

Y3 

Dahl 

Y3 

Rosen 

Y4 

Galileo 

Y4 

Newton 

Y5 

Attenborough 

Y5 

Goodall 

Y6 

Phoenix 

Y6 

Titan 

Lily T Damon Noah R 
Rose  

Ivy C Ruby Isla  Jenson James 
Matthew 
Ben 
Erin  
Summer 
Francesca  

Ellis  Matthew 
Heather  

Alfie 
Seb  

Maisie I 
Hannah 

 

Notices & Reminders 

Keeping children safe online:  Whilst there are huge benefits to being online in order to stay connected to 

family and friends during this period, the government recognises many parents may feel concerned about the 

activities and content their children are accessing.  Please visit the weblink for resources to help keep children 

https://forms.gle/WdvCsaqY5VqGfWgx8
https://ssscpd.co.uk/education/parentsandguardians/child-mental-health-10-tips-for-parents/-/pj==s
https://ssscpd.co.uk/education/parentsandguardians/child-mental-health-10-tips-for-parents/-/pj==s
https://www.minded.org.uk/
https://riseabove.org.uk/
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/
http://www.childhoodbereavementnetwork.org.uk/


safe from different risks online and where to go to receive support and advice. Coronavirus (COVID-19): 

support for parents and carers to keep children safe online - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)  

 

Winter Illnesses:  Please see the attached information leaflet from the NHS about Childhood Winter Illnesses.  

 

Free Sensory Packs:  We have been made aware of some free sensory packs for families who meet the 

criteria.  These sensory packs have some amazing things inside, including spiky stepping stones, fibre optic 

lights and scented bubbles!  Follow the link to snap one up!  

https://www.caudwellchildren.com/getsensorypacks/?fbclid=IwAR3yDZWw1k_3xSM-

AUotzZuBavm64mAj6Ar-_fzosmoFXVRLuCRPxo76Arg 

 

Parent Network:  Please see the timetables below for zoom sessions for parents caring for a child with any 

Special Education Needs including those awaiting assessment or diagnosis.  We do hope you find these 

useful.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-keeping-children-safe-online/coronavirus-covid-19-support-for-parents-and-carers-to-keep-children-safe-online
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-keeping-children-safe-online/coronavirus-covid-19-support-for-parents-and-carers-to-keep-children-safe-online
https://www.caudwellchildren.com/getsensorypacks/?fbclid=IwAR3yDZWw1k_3xSM-AUotzZuBavm64mAj6Ar-_fzosmoFXVRLuCRPxo76Arg
https://www.caudwellchildren.com/getsensorypacks/?fbclid=IwAR3yDZWw1k_3xSM-AUotzZuBavm64mAj6Ar-_fzosmoFXVRLuCRPxo76Arg


 

 

Key Dates for your Diary – Spring Term 2021 
Details for upcoming events will be sent nearer the time where and when applicable 

5th February Dress to Express day – further details to follow  

15th – 19th February  HALF TERM  

4th March World Book Day – details TBC 

24th and 25th March Spring Term Parents Evenings – details TBC 

26th March End of Spring Term at 1.30pm 


