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Knebworth Primary School Newsletter  

Friday 8th January 2021   

Message from the Senior Leadership Team 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Here we go again!  These are not the circumstances in which any of us were hoping for at the start of 2021.  However, we 
must face these challenges and come together as a community to navigate these difficult times.  On 4th January 2021, the 
Prime Minister announced that there would be another national lockdown and that schools would only remain open for 
vulnerable children and children from key worker families and that the majority of children would move to remote 
learning.  At this stage, we want to thank you all for your numerous messages of support and your understanding of the 
enormous challenge that this poses our school community.  This is not an ideal situation and not is our preferred option.  
Remote learning can work really well but it is not a substitute for face to face teaching and learning.  However, one size 
does not fit all.  Some prefer more resources, others less while some prefer more live lessons, others less etc.  As always, 
we endeavour to listen to your feedback and as such we will be sending out a parent survey next week in which parents 
can provide us with the strengths and challenges of the remote learning offer for your child.   
 
Knebworth School was fortunate to be prepared in advance of this announcement and as such we were able to turn our 
remote learning offer around very quickly.   This was due to the unwavering commitment of our excellent teaching staff 
who have worked non-stop on a daily basis so that every child (both in and out of school) is being supported in their 
learning.   In the face of endless last minute changes, a global pandemic, the need to learn new technological skills for 
remote teaching, teaching key worker/vulnerable children, home-schooling their own children as well as dealing with 
their own individual challenges and anxieties.  The daily news reports are sobering reminders of the human cost to this 
virus.   
 
As we are all aware numbers are ever increasing and the pressure on our NHS is concerning.  We must all play our part.  
The government’s guidance on key worker/vulnerable children is extensive.  The number of families requesting a key 
worker space has increased considerably since the last lockdown.  Like many other schools, we find ourselves in such a 
difficult position in trying to balance our duty to the children as well as our own health and wellbeing.  For every child and 
adult in school the risk increases.  Therefore, we need to be clear and honest around our expectations for key worker 
support.  Please only use our provision if you are a key worker who has no other alternative and are unable to keep your 
child at home or your child has been asked to attend school for individual circumstances.  We must prioritise the health 
and safety of our school community.  We are now at capacity and taking on any more children would be detrimental to 
everyone’s safety.  Please let us know as soon as you can if you no longer need this provision or if there is a change in 
your circumstances.   
 
We are pleased to announce that our virtual tour is now live on our school website and can be found on our homepage.  
We are sure you will agree it captures the warmth, care and happiness of our school.  Thank you to Mr McGrath for his 
wonderful film editing skills.  Also, you will see there is a new, updated Parent Handbook on the homepage of our school 
website for you to refer to when needed.  It contains all the key information you need as a parent about our school.  And 
in even better news, the long awaited Cookbooks have arrived!  Jane will be contacting those parents who placed orders 
so she can arrange delivery/collection.  We do have some spare so if anyone would like to purchase one please contact 
the school office.  As we are in a national lockdown it would be a good time to start experimenting in the kitchen with 
these recipes.  We would love to see any pictures - good or bad!   
 
Have a lovely weekend everyone, keep safe and well.  
 
Kind Regards,  
Natasha Laskey, Sim Bains & Grace Maynard 
 
 



 

 

Wellbeing  

 

“Staying positive doesn't mean you have to be 

happy all the time. It means that even on hard 

days you know that there are better ones coming.” 
 
 

Awards & Achievements 

Top house point earners this week 

Y1 

Bronte 

Y1 

Byron 

Y2 

Churchill 

Y2 

Pankhurst 

Y3 

Dahl 

Y3 

Rosen 

Y4 

Galileo 

Y4 

Newton 

Y5 

Attenborough 

Y5 

Goodall 

Y6 

Phoenix 

Y6 

Titan 

Cassius  Delilah 

Jack K  

John  

Savannah  

Eliza  Sunny  Lily C 

Jake  

Sophie  Caelan 

Lexi 

Piper 

Theo  

Molly  Layla 

Tommy  

Finn  Gabriel 

 

Key Dates for your Diary – Spring Term 2021 
Details for upcoming events will be sent nearer the time where and when applicable 

5th February Dress to Impress day – further details to follow  

15th – 19th February  HALF TERM  

4TH March World Book Day 

24th and 25th March Spring Term Parents Evenings  

26th March End of Spring Term at 1.30pm 


