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Knebworth Primary School Newsletter  

Friday 26th February 2021   

Message from the Senior Leadership Team 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

What a lovely sunny Friday to end the week on!  With the Prime Ministers announcement that schools will re-open to all 
pupils on 8th March we appreciate that there will be a range of emotions regarding this decision.  While some of us will be 
delighted to have schools reopening in full some of us will be very anxious about the prospect of our children going back 
into the school environment and for some of us there will be a mixture of both of these feelings.  Everyone’s 
circumstances are different and as a school we will try our best to manage these sensitively.    As always, at Knebworth 
we want you to be reassured that we will do everything in our power to keep our school community safe during this 
ongoing pandemic.  We will be in touch next week with confirmed arrangements for 8th March onwards.   

During this period of remote education we received a virtual visit from our Districts Schools Effectiveness Advisor who 
conducted an independent and thorough audit of our remote education provision.  We are delighted with the outcome of 
this virtual visit as well as with the glowing written report that followed and we wanted to celebrate this with you all.  The 
summary of the report reads as follows: 
 

“Evidence seen during this visit shows that leaders have been unstinting in their efforts to make their stated aims for 
remote education a reality.  The needs of all pupils have been carefully considered and the provision for pupils with 

additional needs and disadvantaged pupils is highly impressive.  Through the course of discussions undertaken as part of 
this visit, leaders demonstrated that they are self-reflective.  Opportunities have been taken to carefully reflect on 

provision and to consider ways for further improvement.  Whilst faced with inevitable challenges in relation to delivering 
remote education, leaders have not compromised on their drive for high quality provision.” 

 
Whilst we are delighted with this report we are not complacent and always welcome feedback from all our stakeholders 
so we can continue to improve our practice.  We have learnt a lot during this term of remote teaching and there are many 
elements of good practice which we will continue to develop within school when all children are back in classrooms.  
 
Knebworth School is always committed to helping others into the teaching profession and as such we have had two 
university students join us in school this week who are completing their teacher training with us.  Mr Wood will be 
training alongside Mrs Clayton in Nightingale class and Miss Yates will be training alongside Miss Dellow in Attenborough 
class.  They have both enjoyed their first week in school and look forward to meeting all the children when schools re-
open to all.  We are sure our school community will make them feel very welcome.   
 
As per Miss Bains’ post on Class Dojo we have an exciting writing opportunity for all our budding writers!  As part of our 
community links programme we invite all children to write a short story (500 words maximum) on a theme of their choice 
the children could link this to their Take One Hogwarts activity this afternoon if they wish.  This story will then be 
submitted to the residents of Lowe House (on the high street) who will read the entries and choose a winning story! The 
winner will receive a £40 National Book Token and McCarthy and Stone will also make a donation towards books for the 
school as well.  Stories can be handwritten or typed up.  Illustrations are optional.  Please all submit all entries to Miss 
Bains by 9th March at the latest.  Entries can be emailed to support@knebworth.herts.sch.uk, dropped off at the school 
office or brought into school when we open to all children.    
 
In the lead up to World Book Day on 4th March, we will be running a 'Masked Reader' competition!  Keep your eyes 
peeled on the school story feed of Class Dojo, where we will be adding photos of masked teachers reading in peculiar 
places!  If you can correctly guess the name of the teacher and the location in which they are reading, you will be entered 
into a prize draw to win £10 worth of Waterstones vouchers.  There will be 4 opportunities to win!  Good luck everyone!  
This year, we will be supplying children with a digital £1 World Book Day voucher for children to spend on a book of their 
choice.  This will be sent to parents on 4th March via Parentmail.  This year we won’t be asking children to dress up as 
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normal however we know how much children enjoy this opportunity so we will look to do something similar in the 
summer term so watch this space!   
 
Whilst we endeavour to celebrate the contributions throughout history within our school curriculum we would also like 
to pay tribute during Women’s History Month which runs throughout March.  We have asked the staff and governors to 
choose a women who they feel needs to be celebrated for her contribution in history.  Within hours we were inundated 
with suggestions “enough to have one a day for the whole year!”  Every day in March, we will be posting on School Story 
on Class Dojo a tribute to one of these special women.  Please take the time to talk about the ways in which these 
women’s lives have impacted our own with your children.  
 
Lastly, we need to give a couple of shout outs to members 
of our community.  Firstly, we would like to say a massive 
thank you to The Knebworth Covid Response Team who 
have kindly donated laptops, Ipads, headsets and vouchers 
to the school during this lockdown period.  Their kind 
donations have really helped lots of families in the 
community.  We are extremely grateful.  Secondly, we 
would also like to say a big thank you to the Knebworth 
Village Trust who have once again supported our school 
with donating funds to purchase much needed 
Chromebooks.  Their kind donation means that another 
year group will have access to a set of Chromebooks which 
will greatly support teaching and learning.  Again, we cannot thank them enough.  Thirdly, we had a lovely Friday 
afternoon surprise today where a couple of delicious cakes were delivered to our doorstop by representatives from 
Mather Marshall.  They had obviously heard the rumour that Knebworth School staff enjoy their cake!  A delicious treat 
to end the week.  
 
Stay safe and well and have a lovely weekend all. 
 
Kind Regards,  
Natasha Laskey, Sim Bains & Grace Maynard 
 
 

Wellbeing 

“You may not be there yet, but you are closer than 

you were yesterday.” 
 

Awards & Achievements 

Top house point earners this week 

Y1 

Bronte 

Y1 

Byron 

Y2 

Churchill 

Y2 

Pankhurst 

Y3 

Dahl 

Y3 

Rosen 

Y4 

Galileo 

Y4 

Newton 

Y5 

Attenborough 

Y5 

Goodall 

Y6 

Phoenix 

Y6 

Titan 

Koby-
Rae 

Harrison  
Louis  

Olivia George S  Theo 
Samson  

Matthew 
Isla  

Emelia  Milena  
James  

Lexie  Katelyn 
Jamie-
Lea  

Teodor Millie B  

 

A BIG well done to Lexie in Attenborough class who has raised £180 so far for the NSPCC by cycling 50km on 

an exercise bike and walking 12km over 5 days!  Lexie is forever thinking of different ways to support 

different charities and she has previously raised money before for the lifeboats by doing massages on her 

family and she sends money to Crisis every Christmas too.  This is something she does of her own accord and 

always comes to her family with new ideas and new charities.  Such fantastic kindness and compassion shown 

by Lexie – you are a real credit to our school. 

Notices & Reminders 

Knebworth Knowledge:  Please see the attachments for a fun walking quiz for all of the family to do together 
in Knebworth and Old Knebworth from Christian Aid.  We have some printed copies of the questions in the 
school foyer if you require them.   
 



 

 

8 Reasons:  Please see the attachment to this week’s Parentmail which details 8 reasons to feel reassured 
with the news that schools will be opening to all pupils from 8th March.  Please do take the time to have a 
read.  
 
Junior Bake Off:  Calling all budding bakers!  
Junior Bake Off is looking for the UK’s Best 
Young Bakers aged 9 – 15.  Please visit 
www.applyforjuniorbakeoff.co.uk for further 
information.  
 
Extended Care:  Knebbers Crew would love 
some donations of wooden garden furniture 
(good condition) and plastic plant pots for 
their outside area.  Please drop off items at 
the school office if you are able to help.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Key Dates for your Diary – Spring Term 2021 
Details for upcoming events will be sent nearer the time where and when applicable 

22nd February – 12th 
March  

Take One Book!  

1st March – 31st 
March 

Women’s History Month  

4th March World Book Day 

11th March FOKS AGM via Zoom at 7.30pm  

24th and 25th March Spring Term Parents Evenings  

26th March End of Spring Term at 1.30pm 

http://www.applyforjuniorbakeoff.co.uk/

