Knebworth Primary School Newsletter
Thursday 21st October 2021
Message from the Senior Leadership Team
Dear Parents and Carers,
As we approach half term, we wanted to take this time to say thank you to you all for your continued
support in the first part of this academic year. We have been relatively unscathed by covid until recently
and the rapid rise in cases across Hertfordshire means that we are going to be reviewing our risk
assessments and implementing additional measures after the half term break in line with advice from
county. We will keep you updated every step of the way.
It was so lovely to end this half term celebrating your child’s achievements during Parents Evening. Our
hybrid approach of accommodating those parents who wanted face to face meetings and those who
preferred to remain virtual has worked really successfully. As always, we will continue to seek and
consider parental feedback for future events. Thank you to all of the teachers for a great half term of
learning and dedicating this time to parents and carers to hear about their child’s progress.
Children in Year 5 received a First Aid workshop with Suzanne from The Red Cross this week. Luke and
Mason in Galileo Class thoroughly enjoyed the session and had the following to say. “We learned about
first aid. Aid means help and you are the first to help in first aid. To help in first aid, you need to assess
that the area is safe before you go and help them. When someone falls on the ground, there are certain
steps to help them: we need to check they are conscious, that they have no head injury or bleeding, and
check they are breathing. To check they are breathing, look at their chest and place your hand above their
nose and mouth to feel their breath. If they are not, then we have to get help by calling an adult. Call 111
if they are conscious and talking to get advice and they will call an ambulance for you, if needed. If you are
unsure, call 999. Someone will always pick up. If the person is bleeding, use clothing to help stop the
bleeding, applying pressure. When you speak to a professional, they will guide you and advise you whilst
someone comes to your location. You might put the person into recovery position to make them
comfortable.” What an excellent summary about this vital life skill!
Thank you to everyone who
entered our very first FOKS
Pumpkin Festival! We have been
so impressed by each and every
entry! Mrs Laskey along with our
Head Boy Zac and Head Girl Lexie
had the most difficult task of
judging this competition. After a
lot of deliberating, the prizes
were awarded as follows:
Sebastian in Turing class, Lennie
in Byron class and Fleur in Pankhurst class. A big well done to our winners as well as to everyone who
entered. Thank you to FOKS for organising this fun and engaging competition. Remember to read the

message from FOKS (further down the newsletter) to hear about the next fundraising event.
October has been an exciting month for all of us at Knebworth as we have been celebrating Black History
Month. We have learnt the pivotal names of those involved in the civil rights movement and have
discovered more about the modern black heroes who walk among us. We wanted our children to feel
inspired and to know that each one of them matter no matter what! Our theme this year was ‘Proud to
Be Me’. KS2 have used the chromebooks to carry out their own research and have made fact files using
what they’ve found out. Many looked at Marcus Rashford, not just for his achievements in football, but
for his campaign to provide children with free school meals. Year 4 listened to Amanda Gorman’s
inauguration poem and created their own poems titled ‘Proud to Be Me’. KS1 have been reading ‘Sulwe’
by actor and author Lupita Nyong’o and have explored the meaning of discrimination and prejudice. They
created webs of positive words to show how they connect us and bring us closer together. To end the
month, they worked to use the classroom as a safe space to share why they are proud of themselves and
have created poems which will be put up on display.
At Knebworth, ‘Inclusion’ and ‘Diversity’ are a key part of our school development plan. Our children’s
rich diverse learning is not limited to October each year. We are working to develop the literature in our
school to reflect all members of our community, our singing and signing club is our first step towards
developing signing across the school. Our aim is to ensure every child steps through our doors and knows
they belong. Down to the displays they see, the people they learn about, the resources they are offered,
the workshops they experience and the books they read. There are so many young heroes among us; we
have used Black History Month to celebrate the achievements of modern black heroes to inspire every
child. They matter. Ask them why they are ‘Proud to Be Me!’ A BIG thank you to Mrs Lowry who has lead
the whole school focus on Black History Month this year.
Following stakeholder feedback and our working party last term, we have updated both our Behaviour
policy and Anti-Bullying policy for your information and have attached it to this email. We have also
attached a child friendly version of this policy which is on display in classrooms.
The Boys Football Team were in action this week and won 4-0 against St Nicholas School! There were 2
goals each for brothers Pablo and Milo and an excellent penalty save from Liam! Man of the Match was
Theo with a commanding defensive performance. Well done to everyone involved!
We were overwhelmed by the amount of food items we received for this year’s Harvest collection. We
know The Food Shed in Stevenage will be extremely thankful for all your kind donations – it really does
makes a difference to some people’s lives. Thank you for your generosity.
Lots of you will know that for numerous years Dr Jane Whitrow has been a member of the Governing
Body of Knebworth School. Recently, Jane has taken the difficult decision to step down from the
Governing Body after many, many years of dedicated service to our school. Within this time, Jane has
served as Chair of the Governing Body successfully seeing the school through many changes along the
way. We would like to publicly thank her for her loyalty, commitment and care towards the school and its
community and wish her all the best for the future.
Don’t forget our Inclusion Team Coffee Morning at 9am on Wednesday 3rd November. Join us for an
informal coffee and a biscuit to discuss behaviours which challenge and test families and schools. We
know that children can present very differently at home and school, so we would like to take the
opportunity to come together to share stories, identify triggers, find common themes and come up with
practical strategies to tackle behaviours which can feel overwhelming. We look forward to seeing you
there.
Have a lovely, restful half term break; stay safe and well and we look forward to seeing all the children
back in school on Monday 1st November.
Kind Regards,
Natasha Laskey, Sim Bains & Grace Maynard

Message from The FOKS Team
What a great half term! From books to doughnuts, pumpkins to sporting heroes, it has been a lot of fun and we
have made a great start to the year raising £520! As we announced last week, we have donated £450 to the
school to buy each classroom a globe.
The children came home with their Smarties or Jelly Beans today; we would ask if you would dig around your
sofas and return the tubes filled with coins so we can continue to raise funds for the school. Perhaps the
children can do jobs around the house over the half term holiday to earn the money?!
Some of you may have seen our Facebook page where we have announced our new collaboration with ‘My
Child’s Art’. All of the children in school have created their own Christmas masterpiece so you can print it on to
cards, bags, mugs, mouse mats and more – perfect for Christmas!
Check out the following link to see your child’s design: https://mychildsart.co.uk/order/parent-portal/login/
School: Knebworth
Password: KwNzNtYw
Also, use the following code to get 10% off if you order before 1st November: Knebworth
Don’t forget, the more you buy, the more you are donating to the school as we receive 20% of the value of all
orders!
If you would like to help with our Christmas Fayre on Saturday 27th November, please do send us an email
fokschool@outlook.com.
Thank you so much for your support.
FOKS

Wellbeing Quote
“A disco ball is hundreds of pieces of broken glass put
together to make a ball of light. You aren't broken. You
are a disco ball.”
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Congratulations to our winning class this week: Rosen Class!
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Knebworth Silver Values Certificates
Year 3: Rose, Flo & Shiloh, Year 4: postponed! Year 5: Sophie & Summer and Year 6: Kate.
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Notice & Reminders
Injury Procedures: Please find attached our updated Injury Procedures document. This explains to
parents and carers when and how they are contacted if their child has an injury at school.
Lending Space Open Day: Do you live in Hertfordshire? Does your child/young person have
additional needs? SPACE are lending out sensory, practical and educational resources for families to
borrow free of charge. There is an Open Day on Monday 25th October 2021 from 10am to 2.30pm at
Unit 7, Arlington Business Park, Whittle Way, Stevenage, SG1 2BE. Parents are welcome to drop in
for a browse, have a hot drink and a chat. For more information please email
lendingspace@spaceherts.org.uk

Key Dates for your Diary – Autumn Term 2021
Details for upcoming events will be sent nearer the time where and when applicable
22nd October

INSET Day – school closed to pupils

25th – 29th October

26th – 28th October

October Half Term
FOKS Smartie/Jelly Bean challenge - prizes sponsored by Asda Stevenage
Supercentre
Future Sports Football Fun Week

2nd November

Prospective Parents Open Morning 10 – 11am

3rd November

Inclusion Coffee Morning 9am

5th November

Prospective Parents Open Morning 10 – 11am

8th November – 19th
November
11th/12th November

Newton Class Intensive Swimming Course

11th - 18th November

Scholastic Book Fair in school

19th November

Knebworth & FOKS Christmas Light Switch

24th November

Flu Vaccination

27th November

FOKS Christmas Fete 1-4pm

30th November

Year 2 Christmas Journey

3rd December

Occasional Day – school closed to pupils

10th December

Christmas Jumper Day

10th December

FOKS Christmas Disco

15th December

Christmas Lunch for children

15th December

FOKS Bags to School

FOKS Bring to School Chocolate/Bottle/Mince Pies

20th December

FOKS Reindeer Run/Walk

21st December

End of Autumn term 1.30pm

