Knebworth Primary School Newsletter
Friday 8th October 2021
Message from the Senior Leadership Team
Dear Parents and Carers,
This week has been a particularly busy one with so much going on. The Senior Leadership Team have spent the week in
classrooms observing our children learning in their new year groups with their new(ish) teachers. This is always the best
part of the job, watching our children enthusiastic, working happily alongside their peers and consistently showing our
Knebworth School Values. The behaviour of our children in and around the school is exemplary and worthy of comment.
We know we may be biased but it has been commented on by many of our external visitors and just recently Hatfield
Swimming Centre said the following to the Year 5 staff who have been accompanying Galileo Class to their swimming
lessons. “It was lovely to see you return back to Hatfield Swim Centre. Always good to see a familiar face, I very much
enjoyed teaching your class and I know I’m not speaking just for myself. Your class no matter what year you have always
display respect at all times.”
On Tuesday, this week Miss Breckenridge has been working with some of our Year 5 children to develop their leadership
skills as Sports Ambassadors. The children attended a leadership training course with the Stevenage Sporting Futures Team
which they really enjoyed as they were able to explore their roles in more detail. Our Sports Ambassadors have a very
important role in school. Charlie, one of our Sports Ambassadors said “We are working hard to make the school playground
a safer and more enjoyable place for children to play. Our job is to help children enjoy the playground as it can be
overwhelming for some, by creating games that make them feel happy and games that make them feel calm.” We look
forward to seeing the Ambassadors in action!
On Thursday afternoon, 24 students from Years 5&6 took part in the annual Cross Country Festival at Fairlands Valley Park
arranged by The Stevenage Sporting Futures Team. All pupils were thoroughly excited as they approached the starting line
and were all eager to set off. After a fun and energetic warm up/dance, the children were ready to get going. First to
begin, were the fearless Year 5 team who all set off at a fantastic pace. Throughout the race, Year 5 demonstrated
resilience, determination and strength leading them all to finish in fantastic placing (with 2 children coming first and
second!) Next up, were the determined Year 6 team who were just as eager to get started? Once again, our Knebworth
School Values shone from these students who demonstrated such resilience, as well as determination, throughout the race.
All students placed in fantastic positions and earned their team an incredible point score. As well as the incredible
performances, one thing that shone above all else was the key Knebworth School Values that were demonstrated
throughout the afternoon by all pupils. The values of respect and responsibility were shown when, even after pupils had
finished their race, they continued to cheer and encourage those still competing to reach the finish line. Their behaviour
was outstanding and we are incredibly proud of how each pupil represented not just themselves but also Knebworth
School. A huge congratulations to all those who took part and a BIG thank you to Miss Hall and Miss Breckenridge for
preparing the children for this festival and accompanying them on Thursday. We look forward to attending more sporting
events this academic year so watch this space!
It was also National Poetry Day this Thursday. The theme was choice this year and
children explored poetry relating to this theme. Our starting point in many year
groups was the poem was ‘The Voice’ by Shel Silverstein. It is a short poem but
one that raises lots of questions. Feel free to read and discuss this pome with your
child at home.
Today has been a sea of yellow as we have supported Hello Yellow in aid of Young
minds. The children have been doing a range of wellbeing activities and exploring
how to develop positive mental health. Thank you for all your kind donations. So
far we have raised £96. There is still time to donate. Please click here.

Next Tuesday 12th October is our Autumn Term Open Evening from 3:30 to 6pm. This is a chance for parents to come into
school to look at their children’s books and celebrate their learning ahead of Parents Evening. Please note that children’s
books will not be available at Parents Evenings therefore if you would like to see all your children’s fantastic learning please
pop into Open Evening. We look forward to seeing many of you there.
As a Senior Leadership Team, we always value feedback from our stakeholders. Attached to this week’s newsletter you will
find a document entitled You said, We did which shares some of the feedback we have had and some of the actions we
have taken as a result. We hope this will help you understand how we listen to and use your feedback in school.
Lettuce introduce you to our new salad bar! Doesn’t it look
snazzy?
Don’t forget children will be having their individual photos in
school on Monday 11th October.
Have a lovely weekend everyone.
Kind Regards,
Natasha Laskey, Sim Bains & Grace Maynard

Message from The FOKS Team
Thank you to everyone who supported our Bags 2 School fundraiser on Wednesday, we are looking forward to finding out
how much we have raised!
Looking ahead, we have a Non-Uniform Day on Friday 15th October. The theme is Sporting Heroes - don’t forget your £1, or
you can transfer to our Givey fundraising page: https://www.givey.com/nonuniformday
On Tuesday 19th October it is our Pumpkin Festival, children can bring in pumpkin lanterns or paper pumpkin designs,
there will be 3 prizes kindly donated by the Co-op Knebworth! Please remember to donate £1 to enter the competition. All
of the children will be able to display their creations in the Hall through the day.
The children have been working hard on designing their Christmas cards, more information will come on this!
And finally, next half term we are hoping to have a lot of fun with lots of Christmassy events and activities! We are always
in need of parent helpers so if you would like to help even if it’s just the odd 30 minutes please do pop us an email to
fokschool@outlook.com or message us on Facebook!
Thanks
The FOKS Team

Wellbeing Quote

“Be still. The quieter you become, the more
you can hear.”
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Awards & Achievements
A BIG well done to Alex in Newton Class who was awarded 1st place in the Year 5 Boys race at the Cross
Country Festival.
A BIG well done to Myla in Galileo Class who was awarded 2nd place in the Year 5 Girls race at the Cross
Country Festival.

Well done to both the Year 5 Girls and Boys teams who were both awarded 3 rd place overall in their
respective categories.
Excellent results for our very first sports festival! Well done everyone!

Knebworth Silver Values Certificates
Year 3: Alex & Toby, Year 4: Ruby & Lily G, Year 5: Francis, Kelsey & Megi and Year 6: Phoebe &
Matthew.
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Notice & Reminders
Autumn Term Parents Evening Consultations: Parents will have received an email earlier this week
informing them that booking for Parents Evenings has opened. Please ensure you have booked your
appointment by 18th October. Thank you.
Choir 12th October: There will be no Choir on 12th October. Please make alternative arrangements
on this date.
Snail Babies: Mrs Bishop who works in our nursery has 70 snail babies she would like to re-home! If
anyone is interested, you can contact Mrs Bishop via the school office.
Knebworth Cricket Club: Please see the attached flyer regarding Knebworth Cricket’s Club Winter
training programme starting in January 2022 for all those who are interested in playing cricket.

Key Dates for your Diary – Autumn Term 2021
Details for upcoming events will be sent nearer the time where and when applicable
11th October

Children’s Individual Photos

12th October

Open Evening 3:30 to 6pm
A chance for parents to come into school to look at their children’s books
and celebrate their learning ahead of Parents Evening

15th October

FOKS Non-Uniform Day – Dress up as your favourite Sporting Hero!

19th October

FOKS Pumpkin Festival - prizes sponsored by The Co-op Knebworth

20th October

Face-to-face Parents Evening

21st October

Virtual Parents Evening

22nd October

INSET Day – school closed to pupils

25th – 29th October

26th – 28th October

October Half Term
FOKS Smartie/Jelly Bean challenge - prizes sponsored by Asda Stevenage
Supercentre
Football Fun Week

3rd November

Inclusion Coffee Morning 9am

8th November – 19th
November
11th/12th November

Newton Class Intensive Swimming Course

19th November

Knebworth & FOKS Christmas Light Switch

24th November

Flu Vaccination

27th November

FOKS Christmas Fete 1-4pm

w/c 29th November

FOKS Sponsored Reindeer Run

3rd December

Occasional Day – school closed to pupils

10th December

Christmas Jumper Day

10th December

FOKS Christmas Disco

15th December

Christmas Lunch for children

15th December

FOKS Bags to School

21st December

End of Autumn term 1.30pm

FOKS Bring to School Chocolate/Bottle/Mince Pies

