
 

 

 

 

Knebworth Primary School Newsletter  

Friday 19th November 2021   

Message from the Senior Leadership Team 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

The mood around the school today has been jubilant with many Pudsey 
bears and pyjama-clad children and staff walking the corridors.  It has 
been wonderful to see our school community supporting such a 
worthwhile cause. At the time of writing, we had reached the total of 
£350.  Thank you to everyone who has donated, your money will make a 
huge difference to those in need.  If you would still like to donate, then 
you can follow the link to our just giving page here.  The children also 
enjoyed some very yummy Pudsey bear biscuits as part of their school 
lunch courtesy of our amazing catering team.   

This week, pupils across the school have taken part in this year’s Anti-
Bullying Week with the theme ‘One Kind Word’.  The theme was decided 
by the Anti-Bullying alliance to help children to recognise kind acts and 
how kind words can fill people with hope, change perceptions, and 
encourage them to have open conversations about bullying.  Well done 
to all children for engaging in this theme so respectfully and kindly.    
 
You will hopefully have seen our latest Covid-19 update letter, which was sent out on Wednesday.  We have 
received a few messages from parents who are disappointed by these current restrictions and the impact it has on 
seeing Christmas productions in person.  We would like to reiterate that we feel equally as frustrated and saddened 
by the restrictions we have been required to put in place this half term.  We will continue with the Christmas plays 
in our bubbles so that children do not miss out on this experience.  We will be filming these productions so that 
families will be able to watch them in the comfort and safety of their own homes over Christmas.  Many parents and 
children reported they really enjoyed the opportunity to sit down together as a family last year to watch all the 
different Christmas productions.  As much as you and we want to have a live audience for these shows, we are 
simply not allowed.  Below are a few suggestions we have had from parents and the reasons why we cannot fulfil 
them to help succinctly answer any queries that may be arising.  We understand that these suggestions are coming 
from a good place but please know that we have considered all the options and discussed them at length with Public 
Health.  Thank you for your continued understanding.   
 

Suggestion Explanation  

Reduce the audience size We cannot invite community groups into school. Even 
if we only allowed each child one audience member, 
this would be 60 adults in the room along with 60 
children plus staff.  This is 120+ individuals.  Even if this 
group size were permissible, reducing the audience 
size to this small number would be a challenge for 
many families in only permitting one parent to attend.  

Stagger performances We cannot invite community groups into school.  By 
increasing the number of performances, smaller 
audience groups could be organised.  However, this 
would still be a gathering of a group, regardless of size, 
and is therefore not allowed.  

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Knebworth-Primary-and-Nursery-School4?utm_campaign=lc_frp_share_transaction_fundraiser_page_launched&utm_content=32909d11-326c-43c1-8359-7f4f4aff4765&utm_medium=email&utm_source=postoffice&utm_term=1636542227920


The audience could wear face masks and distance We cannot invite community groups into school. 
Whether the adults coming in are wearing masks or 
distancing, we are unfortunately still not permitted to 
have groups in school. 

Perform outside Whilst we have more flexibility outdoors than indoors, 
this would not be logistically feasible for a number of 
reasons.  

 December is usually a very cold month so 
performing outside would require having the 
children out in the cold in their costumes for an 
extended period of time.  

 The wind also means that voices get lost and 
parents may miss their child’s moment.  

 We would still need to restrict the audience, 
which would result in an increased number of 
performances out in the cold.  

 December is also notoriously wet so if it rains then 
performances would need to be cancelled last 
minute, which impacts working parents taking 
time off as well as the likelihood of not being able 
to reschedule or putting anything else in place in 
time e.g. filming.  

 We would need to consider all of these logistics 
for 4 separate year groups.  

What happens if Covid numbers reduce? The aim of the current restrictions is to help reduce the 
spread of Covid.  We send a daily update to Public 
Health on the numbers in school and they will advise 
us on when we can lift the current restrictions.  We 
have been told they are likely to remain in place until 
the end of term but if that changes, we will 
immediately review the current plans for productions 
and keep you informed.  

 
The book fair has continued to run online in school this week.  Thank you to all those families who visited in person 
(when this was allowed) or online to purchase books for your children and raise money for books for the school.  
Your support is much appreciated.   
 
This week, we said goodbye to Mrs Swainson who has been working with children in Reception and Y1 over the last 
few years.  She has decided to take a step away from school life and spend more time with her young family as well 
as her own gymnastics group.  She hopes to return to us in the future and we will miss her dearly while she is away.  
We wish her the best of luck as she starts this new chapter. 
 
We also wanted to let you know that the end of this term, we will be saying goodbye to Mrs Parry.  After many, 
many years in the teaching profession, she has decided that it is the right time for her to retire.  We know that many 
of you can’t imagine Knebworth School without her!  So many children (and parents!) have been lucky enough to be 
taught by Mrs Parry over the years.  She will be missed by so many but we know she has great plans for travelling 
and exploring and we wish her all the best for her next adventure.  We welcome an experienced and enthusiastic 
new teacher called Mrs Kucukovic to our team who will take over the class in January.  
 
We have some really lovely news to share about Mrs Lines - she is expecting her first baby in the spring!  We are all 
so happy for her and we know you will join us in congratulating her at this exciting time.  We have already recruited 
a fantastic new teacher to join the Year 1 team called Mrs Bickerdyke who will begin working with us part time from 
January before taking over from Mrs Lines around Easter time.  
 
Have a lovely, restful weekend everyone.  
 
Kind Regards,  
 
Natasha Laskey, Sim Bains & Grace Maynard 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Message from The FOKS Team   

I am sure you are all aware, due to numbers of COVID cases in school we have had to cancel the Christmas 
Fayre and the School Discos will now be in school hours across Thursday 9th and Friday 10th December.  
 
Please make sure you come to say hi, and buy a few tickets for our Bottle and Chocolate Tombola at the Lights 
Switch later today! 
 
Elfridges will be on sale after school on Thursday 25th and Friday 26th November, prices start from £2; please 
check out the attached poster for details on gifts available to buy! 
 
Don’t forget to buy your raffle tickets!  The draw will be 6pm on Saturday 27th November.  
(If you have problems with the link, refresh the page!) 
https://raffall.com/265691/enter-raffle-to-win-christmas-raffle-hosted-by-friends-of-knebworth-school 
 
You can sign up to the Lottery anytime, we have already raised over £60 for the school this month!  See the 
attached flyer for more information.  
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/knebworth-primary-school 
 
Thank you for your support 
The FOKS Team  
 

Wellbeing Quote  

“When it rains, look for rainbows. 

When it's dark, look for stars.” 

 

Sporting Achievements 

 
The Knebworth Girls Team began their league campaign with an away 
fixture against St Nicholas School.  It was a really entertaining game 
which Knebworth started brightly and after 5 minutes they had the 
lead when Lily, who looked a constant threat, scored from close range 
to make it 1-0.  What was pleasing was seeing Poppy, Holly and Molly 
defending really well together to prevent too many chances at goal 
therefore meaning Millie was rarely troubled in the Knebworth end.  
However shortly before half-time, St Nicholas had a free-kick that was 
well-struck and flew into the net, despite the best effort of Millie, to 
level the game at 1-1. 
  
It didn’t dampen the spirit of the Knebworth side! We made a few 
changes and at the start of the second half we regained the lead  

 
again through Lily to make it 2-1.  Knebworth dominated the next 15 minutes and had 
several chances that the St Nicholas keeper did well to keep out.  But after winning a 
corner, Knebworth went further ahead when a St Nicholas defender scored in her own goal 
for 3-1!  Then Katelyn struck a shot from the edge of the penalty area that took a deflection 
to wrong foot the goalkeeper and landed in the net for 4-1.  Credit must be given to St 
Nicholas who kept fighting and they scored a consolation goal right at the end for a final 
score of 4-2 to Knebworth.  What a great start to the girls’ season! Every member of the 
team made a positive contribution and there were some very happy (dirty!) faces at the 
end of the game!  Well done girls - keep up the fantastic work and thank you to Steve for 
his great coaching.    

 
Well done to Harrison for achieving a bronze medal in a recent 50m breaststroke 
competition!  A fantastic accomplishment – we are all very proud of you.  Just keeping 
swimming!  

 

https://raffall.com/265691/enter-raffle-to-win-christmas-raffle-hosted-by-friends-of-knebworth-school
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/knebworth-primary-school


Attendance (%) 

Congratulations to our winning class this week:  Newton Class with 99.3% - well done!  
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Knebworth Silver Values Certificates 

Year 1:  Leo & William and Year 2: Amelia & Oliver.  

House Points 

Aschil 

148 

 

Bulwer 

131 

 

Eudo  

141 

Lytton 

132 

 

Top house point earners this week 
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Oliver Aoife Florence Beaux 
Daniel 

Zac Fleur Ellie 
Ruby 

Isabella 
Isla 

Charlie Ben 
Mason 
Milena 

Lily K Rose 

Key Dates for your Diary – Autumn Term 2021 
Details for upcoming events will be sent nearer the time where and when applicable 

25th and 26th November FOKS Elfridges Sale – after school in the school playground  

30th November Year 2 Christmas Journey  

3rd December Occasional Day – school closed to pupils  

9th and 10th December  Years 1 to 6 FOKS Christmas Disco - year group bubbles during the school 
day  

10th December Flu Vaccination  

10th December Christmas Jumper Day & Elf Yourself Day 
Children can come to school dressed in either a Christmas Jumper or as an Elf 
with a contribution made to a choice of two different charities 

10th December FOKS Bottle and Chocolate Tombola stall - after school on the playground 

10th December Nursery Christmas Show filming day  

14th December  Year 2 Christmas Show filming day 

15th December Christmas Lunch for children  

15th December FOKS Bags to School  

15th December Reception Christmas Show filming day 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

16th December  Year 1 Christmas Show filming day 

21st December End of Autumn Term 1.30pm  


