
 

 

 

 

Knebworth Primary School Newsletter  

Friday 17th December 2021   

Message from the Senior Leadership Team 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

We made it! The Autumn term is always quite a long, demanding one (not 
helped by pandemics to cope with as well) but, as always, the children have 
been their wonderful resilient selves and have continued to show our school 
values throughout. We are so proud of them all. A big thank you to all our 
parents and carers who have supported our school and our community, 
following our Covid protocols and being accepting of any last minute 
changes due to latest guidance.  We all so wanted a totally restriction free 
term. However, it would appear that we may all have to wait a little longer.  

Christmas has been in the air for quite a while in school. Our Christmas 
hoops adorn the corridors and once again we need to say thank you to 
Mather Marshall for their kind donation of the outdoor Christmas tree, 
which looks so lovely in our entrance area.  
 
The corridors have also been filled with the sound of singing these last few weeks as the children have been 
preparing to perform their yearly Christmas concerts and shows. Unfortunately, we were unable to have our 
live audiences this year. Nevertheless, Mr McGrath and Mr Williams have been working around the clock to get 
them filmed in Oscar-winning fashion so that you can all enjoy them at your leisure in the comfort of your own 
homes.  A BIG thank you to them both for going above and beyond to ensure that these performances are just 
as special as they always are. A further thank you to all of the teachers who have worked tirelessly to put the 
shows together with casting, rehearsals and last minute changes – they couldn’t have happened without you 
so, thank you! Look out for the links next week! 
 
The corridors were also filled with the smell of Christmas dinner on Wednesday when the children enjoyed a 
feast of turkey and all the trimmings followed by the world famous Knebworth Christmas cookie. A huge thank 
you to our wonderful catering staff who rose to the challenge of feeding the masses. Cooking for so many 
people is never easy and when you throw into the mix the whole concept of Christmas and keeping bubbles 
separate, the difficulty level increases ten-fold! An exceptional team effort – thank you. 

 
A BIG thank you to Alex and Phoebe’s grandad who has gifted each class 
from Nursery to Year 3 a book he has written called ‘Tip of the Iceberg’.  
The story introduces the children to the effects of climate change and how 
this is impacting the lives of animals around the world.  It is a wonderful 
read but comes with a poignant message. It is a book from which we can all 
learn something.  
 
 



The cup of Christmas kindness runneth over! Dunelm Mill 
surprised us with lots of wrapped gifts for our children. We were 
blown away by their generosity. It makes us all remember that a 
school doesn’t stand alone; it is very much part of a wider 
community and we share a special relationship with our businesses 

locally. In addition to 
this, Chase in Y2 has 
been collecting your 
kind donations for 
Feed Up Warm Up 
and today will take all 
the gifts to donate to 
those less fortunate. 
Well done Chase for your amazing efforts and charitable spirit and 
thank you to everyone who donated. 
 

 
Have a lovely, restful weekend everyone.  Don’t forget term finishes early next Tuesday 21st December.  
Nursery finish at 12pm, Reception and KS1 at 1.10pm and KS2 at 1.20pm.   
 
Thank you to those of you who have completed the end of term survey indicating whether you are planning to 
send your children in next week. Here is the link as a reminder for those who haven’t responded yet. Please do 
complete the form so that we can plan accordingly: https://forms.gle/Y3p2HXU7bBySUZjdA 
 
Kind Regards,  
 
Natasha Laskey, Sim Bains & Grace Maynard 

Message from Hertfordshire County Council   

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

As we head into the festive season, we would like to say thank you for continuing to play your part in the fight against 

COVID-19 and helping to keep yourselves and others safe. 

We are all looking forward to spending time with friends and family this year, there are simple steps you can take to help 

make this festive period as safe as possible and reduce the risk of you and your family catching and spreading COVID-19: 

  

 Get vaccinated - Vaccination continues to offer the best protection for ourselves and others around us from 

becoming seriously ill from COVID-19. You can also now get your booster three months after your second dose, to 

book this and any COVID-19 vaccinations, visit: www.nhs.uk/covidvaccination 

Young people aged 12-17 yet to receive their COVID-19 vaccination(s) can find out more and book 

at: https://covid.healthierfuture.org.uk/vaccine-information-for-young-people 

  

 Test regularly – 1 in 3 people with COVID-19 don’t display symptoms. Regular rapid testing at home can help to 

prevent transmission. Find out all the ways to get home test kits (LFD tests) 

at: www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/rapidtest 

From 14 December, all adults who are fully vaccinated and children aged 5 to 18 years and 6 months, identified as 

a contact of someone with COVID-19 by NHS Test and Trace – whether Omicron or not – should take a lateral 

flow device (LFD) test every day for 7 days instead of self-isolating. 

  

 Stay at home – if you have symptoms stay at home and book or order a PCR test online at: www.nhs.uk/get-

tested 

If you test positive you must self-isolate for the required period and not have people visit you at home. There is 

support available to help people who need it to self-isolate, call HertsHelp on 0300 123 4044, 

email info@hertshelp.net or visit www.hertshelp.net 

  

Finally, please don’t send children back to school in January if they have symptoms. Hertfordshire’s childcare, nurseries, 

schools and colleges are working so hard to keep our communities safe and reduce disruption to children’s learning and 

development so let’s all work together to help them and each other. 

  

Wishing you all a happy, healthy and safe festive season. 

  

Hertfordshire County Council 

https://forms.gle/Y3p2HXU7bBySUZjdA
http://www.nhs.uk/covidvaccination
https://covid.healthierfuture.org.uk/vaccine-information-for-young-people
http://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/rapidtest
http://www.nhs.uk/get-tested
http://www.nhs.uk/get-tested
mailto:info@hertshelp.net
http://www.hertshelp.net/


Message from the FOKS Team  

Thank you so much for everyone’s support this past term, we are so incredibly proud to announce 
we have raised a fantastic £4400!  
 
We truly appreciate your support through these really tricky times, especially where we have had to 
adapt with the ever-changing pandemic situation. 
 
You will find a poster attached to see the breakdown of fundraisers and expenditure from the past 
term, we are still on track to our yearly target of £12,000! 
 
We look forward to launching our calendar for the Spring Term, in the meantime please do have a 
Merry Christmas. 
 
FOKS 

Wellbeing Quote  

"Christmas is most truly Christmas when we 

celebrate it by giving the light of love to 

those who need it most." 

Sporting Achievements  

Well done to Stas in Year 1 who has just passed his grading for 
5th Kyu in Aikido and earned his yellow belt!  He has worked 
really hard, is so proud of himself and we are also so proud of 
you Stas!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Attendance 

Congratulations to our winners this week: Rosen class with a tremendous 100% - well done!  
 

Y1 

Nightingale 

Y1 

Seacole 

Y2 

Bronte 

Y2 

Byron 

Y3 

Churchill 

Y3 

Pankhurst 

Y4 

Dahl 

Y4 

Rosen 

Y5 

Galileo 

Y5 

Newton 

Y6 

Attenborough 

Y6 

Goodall 

97.3% 94.1% 97.6% 96.1% 85.4% 95.0% 92.1% 100% 98.5% 95.0% 96.3% 98.7% 

Knebworth Silver Values Certificates 

Year 1:  Scarlett & Aoife, Year 2: Leo & Lennie 

As we are unable to hold our Celebration Teas with the current Covid restrictions, we plan to invite 

families to a future Celebration Tea once restrictions have lifted so that we are all able to celebrate 

your children’s successes.  Watch this space!  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

House Points 

Aschil 

146 

 

Bulwer 

164 

 

Eudo  

158 

Lytton 

92 

 

Congratulations to the winning House for Autumn Term 2021  

Bulwer House  

Top house point earners this week 

Y1 

Nightingale 

Y1 

Seacole 

Y2 

Bronte 

Y2 

Byron 

Y3 

Churchill 

Y3 

Pankhurst 

Y4 

Dahl 

Y4 

Rosen 

Y5 

Galileo 

Y5 

Newton 

Y6 

Attenborough 

Y6 

Goodall 

Shay 
William 

Avery Max Matilda 
Molly 

Brody 
Jessica 

Amelia 
Sophie 

Filip Austen Emelia 
Matilda 

 

Megi Matthew  Maya 
 
 
 
 
 

Notice & Reminders 

Brighter Days Kids Club & Holiday Wellbeing opportunities:  See the two attachments outlining 
holiday clubs for children during the Christmas break as well as holiday wellbeing opportunities.  
 

Key Dates for your Diary – Autumn Term 2021 
Details for upcoming events will be sent nearer the time where and when applicable 

21st December End of Autumn Term  
Nursery – 12pm 
EYFS & KS1 – 1.10pm 
KS2 – 1.20pm 
 

5th January 2022 INSET Day – school closed 

6th January 2022 Spring Term begins for the children 


