Knebworth Primary School Newsletter
Thursday 2nd December 2021
Message from the Senior Leadership Team
Dear Parents and Carers,
There is definitely the hint of
Christmas in the air as December
descends. The weather is crisper,
the decorations are appearing and
there is a sense of festive
excitement inching in. Inside the
school, the children’s traditional
hoop decorations have started to be hung and we
are sure you will agree, they are most certainly adding to the merry
atmosphere.
On Tuesday, Year 2 went on their first school trip, ‘The Christmas Journey’ to find out all about the
Christmas story. This was a wonderful hands on experience, understanding the different aspects of the
nativity story to enrich the children’s RE learning this term. Their behaviour was excellent during the visit
and was again something that was commented on, as is often the case when Knebworth School
undertake external visits – we are very proud of our respectful and responsible students! The children
were buzzing with excitement on their return to school and clearly enjoyed wearing the crowns they had
made during their visit. Thank you to the Year 2 team for organising this great experience and to Bridge
Builders for continuing to run this project. Additionally, thank you to all the staff and volunteers who
accompanied the children to make this trip possible.
This week also sees the start of the festival of Hanukkah. It started on Sunday and is observed for 8 days
and nights. It is the Jewish festival of lights celebrating a miracle. It commemorates a time over 2,000
years ago when the Jews won a battle against the Greeks to practise their religion freely. When the
battle was won and the temple was repaired, they celebrated by lighting an oil lamp. There was only
enough oil to burn the candle for one day but miraculously, it burned for eight days. We wish all of our
families celebrating, a very Happy Hanukkah. (You may have seen our lovely Mrs Harris sharing the sign
language to say Happy Hanukkah in her Knebworthory story this week!).
Living Streets (the charity for everyday walking) and the Active and Safer Travel Team (Hertfordshire
County Council) have been working with us this academic year to encourage more active travel at
Knebworth School. As you are all aware, we are taking part in the yearlong ‘Walk to School’ project
whereby families are encouraged to travel to school in a sustainable way at least twice a week. This
week, most children have earned their second WOW badge for the month of November. Well done to
everyone who has received a badge. Remember, December is a brand new month! We are also pleased
to announce we have seen a rise in figures of the number of children traveling to school sustainably.
Active journeys have increased from 86% in October to 91% in November - well done everyone! The two
organisations have also been running active travel initiatives in school and this week children across the
school have received virtual road safety sessions. The organisations have also been gathering pupil

feedback on the barriers to walking and active travel. Now, these organisations would like to collect
parent’s views and thoughts too, via a short online survey. The link is as follows:
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/SQG3FS7 All responses are anonymous and will be a valuable
addition to the work the school and these two organisations are already doing. Thank you for your help
and support with this.
Next week sees the arrival of the FOKS Christmas disco, which coincides with Christmas Jumper/Elf
yourself. As we have had to split the discos across 2 days, we are also going to split our festive attire
across these 2 days so that children can wear their Christmas garments for their disco. You will find the
dates for each year group’s Christmas Disco in the calendar dates below. On the day of your child’s disco,
they can come into school wearing their Christmas jumper or dressed as an elf. Donations can then be
made to either of the two charities being supported by these events through the justgiving pages.
Christmas Jumper day Click on this link to donate to Save the Children.
Elf Yourself Click on this link to donate to the Isabel Hospice.
As you are aware, we will be sharing our Christmas productions virtually this year via videos. Under
normal circumstances, we would have loved to have invited parents and carers into school/to the church
to watch these performances so that we could all come together as a school community to celebrate our
children’s achievements and spread some Christmas cheer. It may look a little different this year but it
can still go ahead and everyone gets front row seats! The children love these occasions. They remember
them for years to come and we wanted to ensure they had the same magical Christmas experience as
others have had before them. We know our school community will embrace this event this year and we
have already started the rehearsal process with our children who are all very excited to be able to
continue with this much loved tradition. In order to film and share these videos, we need to obtain
permission from all parents and carers. We are gathering permissions online this year to help streamline
the process. Please click on the following link and complete the Google Form.
https://forms.gle/TkVGDvHUQjN7R8XB9 You can copy and paste the link into your web browser if
clicking on it does not work.
(Please note that without these permissions, we will be unable to film and share these productions.
We would appreciate these forms being completed ASAP so that we can plan filming accordingly and
so that we do not have to chase for responses).
Please note that these performances will only be made available to parents and carers via a link to a
private You Tube page and will be taken down on 5th January 2022. We ask that these links are not
shared outside our school community.

This week, we welcomed the new vicar of St Martin’s Church, Reverend Charles. We talked about how
the school works alongside the church and you might spot him in our Carol Concert video this Christmas!
We look forward to finding ways we can continue to work together in the new year.
Today, we also say a fond farewell to Mrs Cooke who is going on maternity leave with her second child.
We wish her all the best and cannot wait to meet her new bundle of joy when he arrives. We are sure
you will join us in sending your best wishes too. We will certainly miss her while she is gone and will be
ready to welcome her back when she is ready to return. Good luck, Mrs Cooke!
Have a lovely, restful weekend everyone. Don’t forget school is closed tomorrow (Friday 3rd December)
as this is our Occasional Day.
Kind Regards,
Natasha Laskey, Sim Bains & Grace Maynard

Message from The FOKS Team
Even though the Christmas Fayre couldn’t take place, we’ve had an exciting week with the raffle
draw and Elfridges stall in the playground.
If we could remind any “winners” to accept their prize on the website that would be great as we
don’t receive the money until this has happened so it’s really important!
We raised almost £300 from Elfridges, which is great news as well and hopefully we helped with
some Christmas shopping - although most of the children seemed intent on keeping the gifts!
Next week is the disco for all the children. Every child will receive a drink and some crisps so please
drop us a line if you have any allergen queries. We are so excited that the children get to have this
Christmas treat.
Thank you for your support as ever- it really does help us support the school and the children.
The FOKS Team

Wellbeing Quote

“One kind word can warm three
winter months.”
Sporting Achievements
Longmeadow 0 – 3 Knebworth
The Knebworth Girls Football Team continued their impressive start to the season with another victory - this
time, away to Longmeadow School. The game was more or less over in the first half with Lily-Mae scoring a
quick-fire hat trick inside ten minutes. In fact, we could (and should) have had a few more but rushed our
chances. Our defenders didn’t allow Longmeadow any opportunities to get near our goal and Poppy
particularly was in great form and flying into some great tackles.
In very cold conditions and with light fading fast, the game was shortened to 2 x 15 minutes halves and in the
second period, we brought Millie onto the pitch from goal and Lily-Mae donned the gloves (to try and keep it
an even game more than anything else). We still managed to lay siege in the Longmeadow half of the pitch.
Lola, Molly and Millie all had good chances to score during the second half but we just couldn’t add to our goal
tally. With two victories from two games, the girls can go into the Christmas break feeling proud of what
they’ve achieved so far but with lots more hard work to come in 2022.
TEAM: Millie, Holly, Katelyn, Poppy, Lola, Lily-Mae, Lily and Lexie.
Well done girls – a fantastic result! Thank you to Steve for coaching the girls to such brilliant success!
Congratulations to Summer who earned her 400m swimming certificate this week – a
great achievement! Keep up the hard work.
Please do let us know about any of your children’s sporting achievements so that we can
celebrate these in future newsletters.

Attendance (%)
Congratulations to our winners this week: Rosen and Galileo classes with 100% - well done!
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Knebworth Silver Values Certificates
Year 1: Lenny & Lily, Year 2: Alfie & Imaan
As we are unable to hold our Celebration Teas with the current covid restrictions, we plan to invite
families to a future Celebration Tea once restrictions have lifted so that we are all able to celebrate
your children’s successes. Watch this space!
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Notice & Reminders
Bookworms: We still have vacancies for 4 Bookworms in school as we would love for each class to
have their very own Bookworm. If you are interested in volunteering to help our children read,
please email support@knebworth.herts.sch.uk

Key Dates for your Diary – Autumn Term 2021
Details for upcoming events will be sent nearer the time where and when applicable
3rd December

Occasional Day – school closed to pupils

9th December

FOKS Christmas Disco & Christmas Jumper Day/Elf Yourself for Y1, Y2 & Y3

10th December
10th December

FOKS Christmas Disco & Christmas Jumper Day/Elf Yourself for Y4, Y5 & Y6
EYFS should wear their Christmas Jumpers/Elf outfits on this day too.
Flu Vaccination

10th December

Nursery Christmas Show filming day

14th December

Year 2 Christmas Show filming day

15th December

Christmas Lunch for children

15th December

FOKS Bags to School

15th December

Reception Christmas Show filming day

16th December

Year 1 Christmas Show filming day

21st December

End of Autumn Term
Nursery – 12pm
EYFS & KS1 – 1.10pm
KS2 – 1.20pm

