
 

 

 

 

Knebworth Primary School Newsletter  

Friday 14th May 2021   

Message from the Senior Leadership Team 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

It has been a rather wet, soggy week but thankfully the children have managed to get out to play as 
much as possible and let of some much needed steam.  

Today has been particularly exciting with Pyjamarama 
day and a day of book related activities.  The school 
has been full of staff and children wearing their 
favourite nightwear and in one class there was even a 
night cap.  Our children in EYFS and KS1 also brought 
in their teddies so they could join in the reading fun 
and in Churchill class they were joined by a giraffe 
who really liked our Values Tree! 

Across the school children engaged in a range of 
reading activities today.  In Reception, the children 
have been challenging themselves to read 10 books 
and giving each book they have read a star rating.  
Children in Year 1 have enjoyed sharing some of their 
favourite stories and talking about their pyjamas and 
teddies.  They also linked Pyjamarama Day to their RE 
lessons, where they looked at sacred texts like the 
Bible and The Qur'an.  Year 3 have been making 
bookmarks, designing new book covers for favourite 
books, a book-themed crossword puzzle and 
designing an onesie.  In Year 5 the children had a 
pyjama and book themed PE lesson followed by a comic strip activity based on the book 'The Great 
Realisation'.  In the afternoon, the children used the Chromebooks to create their own visual and sound 
effects to match a story book that they had brought in to share.   Children in Year 6 have thought about 
different ways to tell stories and have created comic strips based on their transition to secondary 
school.  At the time of writing we have raised £383 for the Book Trust charity – thank you for your 
generosity.  There is still time to donate, the link is as follows: 
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/knebworth-primary-and-nursery-school3  Thank you to Mrs 
Day and Mrs Cooke (Reading Leads) for facilitating this wonderful day for everyone.  

This week the Senior Leadership Team and Miss Dellow (Writing Lead) conducted a Writing Deep Dive 
where we had the opportunity to visit every classroom to observe the teaching and learning of writing.  
The behaviour in every class was exceptional and all children showed such high levels of engagement 
and enthusiasm for their learning.  Writing in our school is strong, children have many opportunities to 
enhance their writing skills, their writing is a pleasure to read and as always the children are so proud 
sharing and celebrating their writing with us.   

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/knebworth-primary-and-nursery-school3


The return of our extra-curricular clubs continues to remain both successful and popular.  Mrs Mandel 
and Mrs Harris have been running Drawing club for our Year 3 children.  This week the children have 
been studying Giuseppe Arcimboldo and using his artwork as an inspiration for their own drawings.  
Well done everyone and thank you to Mrs Mandel and Mrs Harris for providing this wonderful extra-
curricular opportunity.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Yesterday marked the end of Ramadan, with the Muslim celebration of Eid al-Fitr.  This means the 
breaking of the fast and marks the end of the month long dawn to sunset fasting for Muslims.  It is a 
very important religious celebration and is celebrated worldwide.  As a school we would like to wish all 
those who celebrate in our school and local community ‘Eid Mubarak!’ We hope you had a wonderful 
time! 
 
Have a lovely weekend everyone.  
 
Kind Regards,  
Natasha Laskey, Sim Bains & Grace Maynard 
 

Message from the FOKS Team  

Once again, thank you to everyone who has bought pizza kits this week - 75 kits were ordered which is just 

amazing!  We are so happy that from our fundraising efforts this half term we have already been able to 

purchase Playground Mentor Resources to support children across the school with active break and lunch 

times, as well as a selection of books based around Wellbeing for the Inclusion Team to use and share with 

children across the school.  Thank you to everyone who has been able to help us towards these targets, 

whether it’s by sharing our events on Facebook, sharing our WhatsApp messages or purchasing the pizza kits 

and doughnuts - all of your support is invaluable! 

We are looking forward to the return of our Ice Cream Stall, Bags 2 School and Non-Uniform Day at the end 

of this half term so keep an eye out for further information!   

Wellbeing  

As we continue to bring awareness to mental health within classrooms for 

'Mental Health Awareness week', we hope these resources will be of 

support at home too: 

https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/campaigns/mental-health-awareness-

week   

https://healthyyoungmindspennine.nhs.uk/   

https://phase-hitchin.org/   

https://www.bbc.com/ownit/curations/mental-health-awareness-week-2021  

 

This year's focus is NATURE as 'during the long months of the pandemic, millions of us turned to it'.  The aim 

of the focus is to inspire people to connect with nature in new ways because of its powerful benefits on our 

mental wellbeing.  'It is our great untapped resource for a mentally healthy future.' 

https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/campaigns/mental-health-awareness-week
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/campaigns/mental-health-awareness-week
https://healthyyoungmindspennine.nhs.uk/
https://phase-hitchin.org/
https://www.bbc.com/ownit/curations/mental-health-awareness-week-2021


Meet the Governor 

Bob Hall  

 
1. Tell us a little about yourself ...   

My name is Bob Hall, I used to work as a civil engineer, on roads and 
bridges, but I am now retired.  I am a Co-opted governor and I hold the 
positons of Co Vice-Chair of the Governing Body and Chair of the 
Resources committee.   

2. Why did you want to become a governor at Knebworth School? 

I did not really know that I wanted to be a governor but as I approached retirement, I wanted 
to keep active, continue learning and volunteer to put something back into the community.  
There were several options.  My next door neighbour, a long serving governor at the school 
convinced me that this was the best thing for me to do. 

3. What skills and knowledge do you bring to our Governing Body? 

I worked as an engineer, and senior manager in local government and enjoyed team sports.  I 
was also a rugby coach.  In these positions I dealt with many people.  So my skills involve 
managing teams and organisations to deliver services to the public, including developing 
people, leading teams and managing resources.  These are the skills I bring to the Governing 
Body.  

4. What does a governor do? 

A governor helps to make the school run properly and efficiently and oversees those managing 

the school to develop the children academically and socially.  My particular role is to makes 

sure resources, including staff, premises, equipment and money are used effectively.   

5. What job did you want to have when you were younger? 

I wanted to be a farmer because I used to live on a farm when I was younger.  I realised at an 

early age that was not going to happen. 

6. What is it like being an Engineer? 

I liked being engineer as it is a very practical job.  When I first started there was a construction 
boom and I got to make new roads which was very exciting!  

7. What do you think is special about Knebworth School? 

The community is really special, there are lots of local amenities to the village of Knebworth 

and the village of Knebworth is a lovely place to live in.    

Interviewed by Year 6 Pupils 

Seb (Head Boy), Celia (Aschil House Captain) & Gabriel (Lytton House Captain) 

 



Awards & Achievements 

Knebworth Silver Values Certificates:  Year 1: Lily-Rose & Leo and Year 2: Rosie & Lucien.  

House Points 

Aschil 

57 

Bulwer 

52 

 

 

Eudo  

65 

Lytton 

62 

 

 
Top house point earners this week 

Y1 

Bronte 

Y1 

Byron 

Y2 

Churchill 

Y2 

Pankhurst 

Y3 

Dahl 

Y3 

Rosen 

Y4 

Galileo 

Y4 

Newton 

Y5 

Attenborough 

Y5 

Goodall 

Y6 

Phoenix 

Y6 

Titan 

Lacey-
Mae 

Sofia  Renjie   Isla  Isla  Isabella 
Max  

Matilda  Matthew 
Nicholas 

Amie 
Jade  

Pablo Imogen 
Jasmine 
Karl  

Evie R 

 
 

Notice & Reminders  
RHE/PSHE Policy:  In line with new government guidance all parents and carers were sent a copy 

of our new Relationships and Health Education (RHE/PSHE) policy and a whole school matrix for 

parent consultation and feedback earlier this week.  We ask all parents and carers to take the time 

to read this policy and matrix and to provide any feedback by 27th May to 

support@knebworth.herts.sch.uk.  Thank you.  

Key Dates for your Diary – Summer Term 2021 
Details for upcoming events will be sent nearer the time where and when applicable 

28th May FOKS Rainbow MUFTI Day and Bags to School  
FOKS Ice Cream stall after school  

31st May – 4th June HALF TERM 

7th June INSET Day – School Closed 

11th June FOKS Father's Day Present Payment Deadline 

15th and 16th June  FOKS Father's Day Present Distribution on the school playground  

23rd, 24th and 28th 
June 

Reception School Nurse Screening Check  

25th June FOKS Event: Knebworth Walks to Chatelaillon-Plage 

28th June to 1st July  Provisional Sports Days 
28th June – Years 5 & 6 
29th June – Years 3 & 4 
30th June – Years 1 & 2 
1st July – EYFS  

5th and 6th July  FOKS Bouncy Castle Fun day 

mailto:support@knebworth.herts.sch.uk
https://www.google.com/search?safe=strict&rlz=1C1GCEB_enGB902GB908&sxsrf=ALeKk02gCNqUjczRCMnp2g12WgWj3DUBtg:1620899215222&q=Chatelaillon-Plage&spell=1&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjr-cGPsMbwAhVyqnEKHf5jD_cQkeECKAB6BAgBEDE


 

 

8th July Secondary School Transition Day  
Meet the Teacher  - a time for children to meet their new teacher 

9th July End of Year Reports to parents  

20th July  End of Summer Term – 1.30pm finish. 


