
 

 

 

 

Knebworth Primary School Newsletter  

Friday 28th May 2021   

Message from the Senior Leadership Team 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

We end the first half of the summer term with the prospect of sunny weather and an array of rainbow 
coloured outfits.  Both of which have created such a positive, upbeat vibe in school.  It has been wonderful 
to see so many bright colours on this bright day!  Thank you to everyone who has donated so generously, at 
the time of writing we have raised an amazing £329!  There is still time to donate, all monies will be going 
towards renovations for the calm area in the school playground.   
 
Whilst this half term seems to have been rather long, I think it worth us reiterating how proud we are of the 
children for their continued enthusiasm and eagerness towards their learning and their remarkable 
resilience, bouncing back after the challenges of lockdown.  We know our children are great but it is even 
better when we hear it from an independent source, captured so well in the behaviour review report, which 
we received this week.  I have attached a letter to parents and carers from James Biddulph (Executive 
Headteacher of The University of Cambridge Primary School), who conducted the review for you to read and 
enjoy.   
 
On Thursday, the Year 2 children went back in time to the Tudor times.  Both classrooms were taken over by 
Tudor kings and queens, knights and squires and as well as some peasantry folk.  The children took part in a 
multitude of activities from Tudor art to dancing.  Elisha said, "My favourite part was learning the Tudor 
dance and painting a portrait of Elizabeth I”.  Rosie said, “I like that it was all themed and I loved doing the 
quizzes.” 

 

On Wednesday, Stevenage Sporting Futures came into school to teach the Year 6 children how to play 
Ultimate Frisbee.  This was a game the children had never played before and it gave them the opportunity to 
learn new skills in order to develop their Frisbee technique.  Evie R said, “It was really cool because it was 
different.  We don't normally play stuff like that.  We got to use skills from different sports.” 
 
This term in Film Club, the Year 3 children have been learning the basics of creating their own short films.  
They have learned to recognise different film shots when watching film clips and have then used these shots 
when filming with an iPad.  They have learned to film shots from different heights to create tension and to 
film from different points of view.  The children have also learned how to use the iMovie editing program to 
put together short film sequences.  They have had lots of fun doing this and one child has even made her 
own short films at home – amazing!  Thank you to Mr McGrath for facilitating this wonderful opportunity for 
our children.  
 
A mixture of sad and exciting news to end the newsletter this week.  We are unfortunately saying goodbye 
to a couple of members of staff today.  Mrs Chalkley, one of our valued MSAs, is leaving to spend more time 
with her family.  We thank her for her support and wish her well for the future.  We also say goodbye to 
Miss Hunter who has been working both in the admin team and in class this year.  She leaves us to start an 
exciting new job in event management and we know she will bring a fantastic positive energy to her new 
role just as she did to Knebworth School.  Finally, after months of waiting and plans being on hold 
throughout the pandemic we send our congratulations to Miss Povey who gets married this weekend.  



When she returns after half term, we welcome her back as Mrs Lines.  We are sure you will join us in sending 
your best wishes to them all.  
 
Have a lovely half term break everyone, we look forward to welcoming the children back into school on 
Tuesday 8th June.   
 
Kind Regards,  
Natasha Laskey, Sim Bains & Grace Maynard 
 

Message from The FOKS Team 

Well, yesterday’s ice cream stall was nothing short of a sell out!  Thank you so much for all of your support 
and patience, we sold a record amount of ice creams and raised £160 for the school!  We have most 
definitely taken note of your favourites and will make sure we are thoroughly stocked for next time! 
 
Thank you to everyone who brought in Bags2School today and we loved seeing all of the children in their 
bright rainbow non-uniform! There is still time to donate: 
https://www.givey.com/friendsofknebworthschoolassociation 
 
We are really looking forward to our Sponsored Walk in June- as a whole school the children are going to try 
to walk all 580 miles to Chatelaillon-Plage walking around the track on the field at school!  You will find your 
Sponsored Walk sheets attached.  The money raised will go towards the children’s Bouncy Castle Fundays, 
celebrating all of the children’s birthdays this past year, as well as much needed resources for the school! 
 
For Father’s Day, we are going to be running a stall after school so children will be able to purchase with 
your guidance! More information will be coming soon on this! 
 
Thank you, 
The FOKS Team  

Wellbeing Quote  

“What's broken can be mended.  What hurts 

can be healed.  No matter how dark it gets, 

the sun is going to rise again.” 

Meet the Governor  

Jane Whitrow 

 
1. Tell us a little about yourself ...   

My name is Jane Whitrow and I have two children who attended Knebworth 
School when they were younger.  I have lived in Knebworth for over 20 years 
and I joined the Governing Body in 2009 when both my children were at the 
school.   I used to work as a scientist but I am now an accountant.  I am a co-
opted governor at Knebworth School.   

2. Why did you want to become a governor at Knebworth School? 

I live in Knebworth, my children came to Knebworth School and the school supported both of my 
children in different ways both academically and socially.  Everyone who works at the school is 
incredibly kind and I wanted to become a school governor so I could give back to the school community.  

3. What skills and knowledge do you bring to our Governing Body? 

https://www.givey.com/friendsofknebworthschoolassociation


Running a school is like running a company.  Governors ensure the school spends its money accurately 
and with my role as an accountant I can bring many of the skills I use at work to the governing body.  
Also, both of my children had very different feelings about school and I can bring both of their 
viewpoints and experiences to the governing body.  

4. What does a governor do? 

Governors do a lot!  We have responsibilities such as ensuring the school spends its money correctly, 

helping the Senior Leadership Team with their strategy and vision for the school and in turn helping 

children with their hopes and dreams.  

5. What job did you want to have when you were younger? 

When I was younger I wanted to be a vet or a police officer but I quickly realised both had some 

downsides which I wasn’t interested in.   

6. What is it like running your own business? 

When I was a scientist we had to be resilient with our research and experiments as often experiments 
would fail and we had to try again and learn from our mistakes.  I didn’t like wearing goggles though!  
Now that I am accountant I love this industry!  It is very exciting and I have to work in a logical and 
methodical manner.  I also love working with numbers so this job is perfect for me.   

7. What do you think is special about Knebworth School? 

The school is a happy, warm, caring and welcoming place.  Every member of staff regardless of their role 

in school always supports children in the best possible way and I am very proud of our school.  

Interviewed by Year 6 Pupils  

Maisie (Head Girl), Alice (Bulwer House Captain) & Gabriel (Lytton House Captain) 

Awards & Achievements 

Knebworth Silver Values Certificates: Year 1:  Noah W & Zachary and Year 2: Isla & Oliver.  

House Points 

Aschil 

213 

Bulwer 

191 

 

Eudo  

166 

Lytton 

168 

 

 
Top house point earners this week 

Y1 

Bronte 

Y1 

Byron 

Y2 

Churchill 

Y2 

Pankhurst 

Y3 

Dahl 

Y3 

Rosen 

Y4 

Galileo 

Y4 

Newton 

Y5 

Attenborough 

Y5 

Goodall 

Y6 

Phoenix 

Y6 

Titan 

Ilda Shakur Oscar 
Maia T 

Ivy C Noah George 
C  

Adriana Piper Deniz Nikhil   Imogen Anastasia 
 

 
 



 

 

Notice & Reminders  
Injury Procedures:  We have been looking over our medical procedures in school and making them even 

more streamlined so that all stakeholders are clear on when an injury is reported to parents.  As such, we 
have created an Injury Procedures document which is now included in our Parent Handbook on the school 
website.  We have also attached a copy to this week’s Parentmail.  Please do take the time to familiarise 
yourselves with this document.  

Working Party:  As mentioned in last week’s newsletter, we are looking for parents who would be 
interested in joining a working party around the topic of Behaviour.  This working party will include 
members of the SLT, other staff members, governors, parents and children and this will be a 
collaborative project to ensure all stakeholders have a voice.  The first meeting will be on Wednesday 
23rd June at 10am in the school hall.  If you would like to be considered for this working party, please 
email support@knebworth.herts.sch.uk by Friday 28th May to register your interest.  

Eat Them to Defeat Them Menu:  Herts Catering research shows that 80% of our children are not 
eating enough vegetables and they are on a mission to inspire children from early years through 
primary school and into their teens to develop veggie loving habits they will keep for life.  Please see 
the attached school menu for after half term where the focus for each week is showcasing and eating a 
different vegetable.  We do hope the children enjoy this exciting new initiative!  

Key Dates for your Diary – Summer Term 2021 
Details for upcoming events will be sent nearer the time where and when applicable 

31st May – 4th June HALF TERM 

7th June INSET Day – School Closed 

11th June FOKS Father's Day Present Payment Deadline 

15th and 16th June  FOKS Father's Day Present Distribution on the school playground  

23rd June 

10am – 12pm 

Behaviour Working Party - parents invited  

23rd, 24th and 28th 
June 

Reception School Nurse Screening Check  

25th June FOKS Event: Knebworth Walks to Chatelaillon-Plage 

28th June to 1st July  Provisional Sports Days 
28th June – Years 5 & 6 
29th June – Years 3 & 4 
30th June – Years 1 & 2 
1st July – EYFS  

5th and 6th July  FOKS Bouncy Castle Fun day 

8th July Secondary School Transition Day  
Meet the Teacher  - a time for children to meet their new teacher 

9th July End of Year Reports to parents  

20th July  End of Summer Term – 1.30pm finish. 

mailto:support@knebworth.herts.sch.uk
https://www.google.com/search?safe=strict&rlz=1C1GCEB_enGB902GB908&sxsrf=ALeKk02gCNqUjczRCMnp2g12WgWj3DUBtg:1620899215222&q=Chatelaillon-Plage&spell=1&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjr-cGPsMbwAhVyqnEKHf5jD_cQkeECKAB6BAgBEDE

