
 

 

 

 

Knebworth Primary School Newsletter  

Friday 9th July 2021   

Message from the Senior Leadership Team 

Dear Parents and Carers,   

What a wonderful week we have had at Knebworth! It started with The Big Bounce, 
which was organised by our fabulous FOKS team, and we can all safely say this was a 
resounding success!  Despite a few drops of rain, the weather was kind to us and the 
children absolutely loved letting their hair down and having the freedom to let off 
some energy.  A BIG thank you to the parent volunteers who helped on the day and an 
even BIGGER thank you to Maddy and Holly (FOKS Co-Chairs) for organising such a 
fantastic end of term treat for the children. We loved it!  
 
The children were really excited yesterday to meet their new teacher for September 
as were the Teachers to meet their new class!  We hope you all enjoyed watching the 
‘Meet the Teacher’ videos and we are all looking forward to September where 
hopefully, we can start having parents and carers back into school to see us all face to 
face and to celebrate all the children’s hard work.   
 
On Monday, children in Year 2 took part in a Disability Awareness workshop led by one of our parents.  The children 
really enjoyed learning so much and celebrating diversity. Thank you to Mrs Matthews for leading this session and in 
September we will be running this session with all other year groups in school.  
 
As ever, Knebworth School is always looking to strengthen relationships with the wider community and this week we 
have been in discussions with The Knebworth Twinning Association (KTA).  Every year, the KTA donate a French Prize to 
two Knebworth Primary School pupils for progress and achievements in French and we are looking forward to seeing 
who this will be awarded to next week!  Looking ahead to next academic year, the KTA will be supporting the school with 
promoting French even further and with some exciting new activities and relationships between Knebworth and our 
twinned village in France so watch this space!   Please see the attached leaflet from the KTA, which tells you more about 
the association.  
  
Galileo class have returned to school today and have completed their Sports 
Day!  Therefore, we are pleased to announce that the winners for Sports Day 
2021 are as follows: KS1: Eudo, Lower KS2: Aschil and Upper KS2: Eudo.  Well 
done to everyone involved for showing such high levels of respect and 
resilience during your sports days.    
 
Unfortunately, we will be saying goodbye to the wonderful Mrs Mandel at the 
end of this term.  She has been with us for a year and has made such a positive impact in our Year One team.  She is an 
excellent practitioner who is going onto a new chapter in her teaching career. We know you will join us is wishing her a 
fond farewell and all the best for the future.    
 
There have been a few clarifications and amendments to the school uniform expectations for next academic year. Please 
take a look at the attached document for further information. In particular, you will see that we are phasing out the blue 
polo shirt in order to have more consistency. Additionally, the Covid adaptation for PE this year (wearing PE kit to school) 
has brought with it lots of positive improvements including children always having their kit on PE days and increased 
lesson time spent doing PE. We are therefore planning to continue with this change next academic year. You will see the 
clear expectations for PE kits on the same document. Please note, there has been more leeway given this year with the 
closing of shops but next year, uniform and PE kit must adhere to the guidance given. You will see the new Knebworth 
jogging suit on the uniform website soon! Thank you in advance for your support.  



We have been enjoying celebrating the different teams we support in school today by wearing our kits.  Many children 
wore the kits of the teams they play for outside of school and we’re so pleased to see lots of children getting involved 
with sports externally.  Thank you for taking part so enthusiastically!  It has been brought to our attention that our 
message yesterday could be misconstrued when saying it was the first time England had reached the finals of a major 
football competition since 1966.  We were referring to the England men’s football team in this message.  The England 
women’s football team has had much more recent success, reaching the final in 2009 only missing out to Germany in the 
last game.  We apologise if the wording of our message caused any upset and know how important it is to recognise 
women’s football as well as other sports.  However, we’re sure you can appreciate the excitement that is currently 
gripping us along with the rest of the nation and we hope you know that any focus on this event was not intended to be 
to the detriment of any other sporting events.  We know lots of you will be enjoying the Men’s Euro 2020 football final 
this weekend.  We are sure there will also be families enjoying some other sporting finals this weekend too, such as the 
Copa America final, the Wimbledon Men’s and Women’s finals and following Mark Cavendish as he tries to break the 
record for the number of Tour de France stages won.  We know there will be many other sporting events too!  Please do 
enjoy these with your families and we wish you all luck with the teams you support. 
 
On that note, we are aware that it is the finals of the Euro 2020 football competion on Sunday.  We appreciate how 
significant this event is for many families and we have been doing lots in school today promoting and celebrating this 
achievement such as mini football tournaments, making posters, designing sports kits and finding out more about the 
competititon.  We appreciate that some children may be tired on Monday morning and we will take this into 
consideration.  However, it is our duty as a school to be open as normal for all children and staff on Monday morning. 
We look forward to seeing everyone then and hopefully, football will indeed be coming home – fingers crossed! 
 
Have a lovely weekend everyone. 
Kind Regards,  
Natasha Laskey, Sim Bains & Grace Maynard 
 

Message from The FOKS Team 

Despite the changeable weather we have had such an exciting week, the Bounce Fundays were a success! After a tough 
18 months for the children, it was an absolute joy to see their happy faces enjoying time with their friends with many 
children telling the parent helpers “This is the best day ever!”  

Thank you to our parent helpers and teachers who chaperoned each session as we couldn’t have done it without you! 

We look forward to putting on a little event on Thursday for Galileo class who, due to isolation, were unable to join in on 
the Fundays. 

On Friday 16th July, we will hold our 
FINAL Ice Cream sale of the term!  So 
make sure you come by and support 
us. 

Thank you  

The FOKS Team 

 

 

Wellbeing Quote 

“One small positive thought in the morning 

can change your whole day” 

 

 



Meet the Governor  

Frances Blurton  

1. Tell us a little about yourself ...   

My name is Frances Blurton and I used to be a Secondary School English 

teacher.  I now work for the Department of Education as I want to ensure all 

children get the best education possible.   

2. Why did you want to become a governor at Knebworth School? 

I live locally in Welwyn Garden City, I really like Knebworth and would like to 

live here one day!  I want to become a governor to ensure that local schools do well and are 

supported in doing so.  

3. What skills and knowledge do you bring to our Governing Body? 

I am an expert in education policy and I also have a strong background in communication skills.   

4. What does a governor do? 

A governor supports and challenges teachers and the Headteacher to help make sure that children 

get the best education.  

5. What job did you want to have when you were younger? 

I wanted to be a swimming teacher in an outside pool!   

6. What is it like working as a policy manager? 

It is great!  I get to solve problems and try to improve the education system.  

7. What do you think is special about Knebworth School? 

The Deep Roots, High Aspirations vision is clear and really embedded throughout the school.  You 

can feel it as you walk around the school.    

Interviewed by Year 6 pupils 

Gabriel (Lytton House Captain), Alice (Bulwer House Captain) and Maisie (Head Girl) 

Awards & Achievements 

In our last Celebration Assemblies of this academic year, we 

presented our Knebworth Gold Values certificates.  The Gold 

Values certificate is awarded to a pupil who has shown 

exceptional behaviour and consistently demonstrates our 

values of Respect, Responsibility and Resilience. They may have 

shown consideration, kindness, helpfulness, and effort or 

achievement throughout the whole academic year. As you can 

see, our tree is looking pretty full now! 

Knebworth Gold Values Certificates:  Year 3 – Ruby & 

Isabella, Year 4 – Olly & Caelan, Year 5 – Allie & Katelyn, 

Year 6 – Finn & Millie W-N. 

  



 

 

House Points 

Aschil 

82 

Bulwer 

61 

 

Eudo  

73 

Lytton 

79 

 

 
Top house point earners this week 

Y1 

Bronte 

Y1 

Byron 

Y2 

Churchill 

Y2 

Pankhur

st 

Y3 

Dahl 

Y3 

Rosen 

Y4 

Galileo 

Y4 

Newton 

Y5 

Attenbor

ough 

Y5 

Goodall 

Y6 

Phoenix 

Y6 

Titan 

Lacey-
Mae 
Polly 

Sofia Brody Toby 
Lucien 
Ollie 

Annaya Ally 
 

Alfie Mason Florence Rose Daisy Hannah 
Sofia 

 
 

Notice & Reminders  
Knebworth Twinning Association:  Please see the information leaflet attached to this week’s Parentmail. 
 
School Uniform:  Please see the updated school uniform guidance which comes into effect from September 
2021.  
  

Key Dates for your Diary – Summer Term 2021 
Details for upcoming events will be sent nearer the time where and when applicable 

16th July FOKS Ice Cream and Balloon stall TBC 

20th July  End of Summer Term  
Staggered finish times  
Nursery will only run for the morning session on the last day of term. All 
Nursery children should be collected at 12pm. 

 Year Groups Current Finish Time 20th July Finish Time 

Rec 3pm 1pm 

Y2 & Y4 3:10pm 1:10pm 

Y1, Y3 & Y5 3:20pm 1:20pm 

Y6 3:30pm 1:30pm 


